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EXCELLENT, EXCEL-

LENT & EXCELLENT!

[ would like to thank the Edi-
torial members, Manager and
Publisher and, above all, the
Bangladeshi Manipuris for pro-
ducing such a beautiful journal,
MITKAPTHOKPA. 1 read with
great interest all the articles, in-
cluding the Bengali Section even
though I do not know any Bengali
word, published in the October-
December, 1996 issue. I perceive
the Editor's remark with heart-
felt emotions that there had been
an estrangement between the
Manipuris of Bangladesh and
India. After the partition of India
and Pakistan and, later on, East
Pakistan into independent Bang-
ladesh, geographical and politi-
cal isolation of the two countries
have made it difficult for
Manipuris in both countries to
contact one another. However,
MITKAPTHOKPA will definitely be
a connecting bridge among our
beloved brothers and sisters re-

RRan o
siding in diterent parts of the
world.

In carlier days. Manipuri writ-
ers translated Bengali literature
into Manipuri language to enrich
Manipuri literature. However, at
the present time, there areenough
Manipuri literature which are
original and distinct from
contemporay literature published
in other languages. Translation
of Sahitya Academy Award win-
ning Manipuri poems, short-sto-
ries and novels of Manipuri writ -
ers into Bengali and English is
equally important for reaching
our literature out to other com-
munities. In this regard,
Manipuris from Bangladesh and
Cachar, those who speak both
Manipuri and Bengali. should be
in the forefront. This is particu-
larly meaningful for those who
are residing in arcas where
Bengalis are also a majority. Of
course, we should continue to
preserve and praise our past glo-
ries and should highlight the con-
tributions made by Manipuris to
the World. e.g. Polo (Sagol
Kangjei). Manipuri Dances. Ras
Leela, and so on.

While Manipuri history, art
and culture are enormous, the
economic condition of Manipuris,
both in India and Bangladesh, is
bleak, and has not caught up
with the changing world. As diffi-
cult as to start a journal is, to
keep it alive is a herculean task.

I noticed that there are no adver-

tisements in the journal. A large
portion of the publication cost !
could acquire from a sound ad- !
vertising campaign. Difterent de-
partments in the Government of
Manipur, such as Tourism, Art
and Culture, etc.. can be con- §
tacted, and businesses in and
around Dhakaand Sylhet should
be persuaded to advertise their
merchandise in the journal. Fi- |
nally, it is our duty to keep the
journal healthy and alive for dec-
ades into the 21st century and
beyond. J
Lalit Singh Pukhrambam
Jackson, Mississipp, USA
January 20, 1997
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try one of the worst disasters in
its history. Thousands of people
were deported and settled in the
Sagaing and Amarapuradistricts
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of Upper Burma. From this time
the astrologers at the court of
Ava were Manipuri Brahmans,
while Manipuris formed a cav-
alry regiment in the Burmese
army.
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STATE TERRORISM
IN MANIPUR

Mr. D. Khuman

Manipur has existed as an
independent kingdom for more
than two thousand years before
she was defeated by British' in
1891. And with this the Queen of
Great Brifain assumed the
suzerainty over Maharaja (King)
of Manipur with laps of British
Paramountcy on 15th August on
1947. Manipur again became free
and the sovereign power was thus
restored to Maharaja of Manipur.
The sovereign power of Maharaja
was transferred to the people of
Manipur through the Manipur
State Constitution Act 1947 and
the first clection under this
constitution was held in june
1948. The sitting of the first
assembly was held on 18th
October. 1947. But Dominion of
India snatched away the freedom
from Manipuri people on 21st
September1949 with an
agreement with the Maharaja
Bodhachandra of Manipur. The
agreement was done in the most
mysterious circumstances in
Shillong. The leader of the then
Dominion of india, who had all
alone maintained that the people
of the Princely States should only
decide the future of the states,
failed to take confidence of the
existing National House of
Manipur. Taking chance of the
visit of Maharaja of Manipur in
Shillong, Mr. Prakash, Governor
of Assam a representative of India
forced the Maharaj to sign the
Merger Agreement. This was
achieved through intimidation
and manipulation and maharaja
signed the agreement under
duress.

The people of Manipur was
keptindark about this agreement
and it became operationalon 15th
October 1949  and  the
independent Manipur became the
Part 'C" state under Dominion of

India. This agreement has been
declared as "Lacking
constitutional validity and having
no legality” by the National
Convention at G.M. Hall, Imphal
on 28th October to 29 October
1993, organised by the People's
Democratic Movement, Manipur
and the "Merger” has been termed
as "Annexation”

From this day onwards when
Manipur had been annexed by
willful manipulation and
intimidation in the mass
undemocratic way, the people of
this country who are of Mongoloid
stock speaking language of Indo-
Tibetan family and bearing no
resemblance toIndian and having
a separate history of its own, are
stuggling to regain the lost
sovereignty. The antagonistic
nature which in the direct result
of interaction between Manipur
the occupied nation and India.
the colonial power. emerges more
strongly as time passes by and
the people also become more
organised in the form of mass
movements. protest and armed
opposition groups.

Now, the legitimacy of Indian
rule is thus challenged by the
people of Manipur and the Indian
state can no longer get the
sustenance for the continuation
of its rule from the majority of
masses of Manipur. And the state
has become more and more
suppressive. Draconianand Black
Laws are imposed even to the
extent of denying "right to life" to
the people of Manipur. Human
rights are violated in the most
flagrant ways. And state terrorism
is practised tosuppress the people
of Manipur for the continuation
of Indian rule. Nothing can be
more clear than the statement of
Prot.  Gangmumei Kamei,
President of Federal party of

Manipur which is a recognised
political Party in the wake of gang
rape of a housewile by the Indian
Armyon 1st August 1996 in which
he termed the incident a clear
case of "State Tcrrorism and
human rights violation by Indian
Army" (The Imphal Free Press,
Aug, 1996)

The terrorism of the people of
Manipur is done in an ordganised
and systematic way. The display
of sophisticated weapons with
columns of army marching in full
public view with armored cars
and manned by the officers and
soldiers speaking foreign
languages (Hindi and English are
not known to common People)
instills fear in the mind of general
public. The armed forces are given
sweeping powers by the Armed
Forces (Assam And Manipur)
Special Power Act (AFSPA). 1958
which have been extended to all
states on the North-East India
after amendment in 1973. The
AFSPA is the evil reincarnation of
the British Colonial Law "The
Armed Forces (Special Power)
ordinance. 1942" which was
promulgated on the wake of the
japanese aggression in World War
[I under which a responsible
military officer not below the rank
of a "captain” could cause death
on extra judicial murder. Under
section A of AFSPA. a non-
commissioned officer in the rank
of a "Habildar" is empowered to
such extra-judicial murders
besides power to arrest without
warrant. And Judicial immunity
tosuch extra-judicial murderand
arrest have been granted under
section 6 of this act. Most of the
areas of Manipur are declared as
disturbed areas since 9th
September 1979 to facilitate the
operation of this act and more
than 50.000 (tifty thousand) army
paramilitary forces are deployed
in Manipur besides heavily armed
Manipur Rifles and Manipur
Police. The army para-military
forces and police take every
opportunity to terrorise the
general mass by way of combing
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operations, raping and killing
women, wanton arrest, illegal
detention. killing while in police
custody, killing of innocents in
indiscriminate firings, killing
unarmed members of armed
opposition groups in fake
encounters etc.

Many innocent people have
so far lost lives in indiscriminate
firing and tortures by the armed
forces and Para-military forces.
Thirteen spectators of avolleyball
match at Heirangoithong was
killed and more thirty spectators
including school children and
players injured when CRPF
personal fired indiscriminately on
14th March 1984. Fifteen villagers
were tortured and killed in army
custody, and more than thousand
villagers including pregnant
women and children were
subjected to various cruel and
degrading treatment at Oinam
village is Senapati District in
"Operation Blue Bird" launched
by Assam Rifles on July 11, 1987
onwards (Amnesty International,
Al Index ASA 20/17/90 London).
Nine persons including a medical
students was killed and one
injured when CRPF stationed at
Regional Medical College (Regional
Institute of Medical Sciences)
Imphal opened fired
indiscriminately on 7the January
1995.

Raping and killing of women
by the armed forces have been a
routine feature of the terrorist
activities perpetrated by the
occupation forces of Indian army
and para-military forces. Miss
Rose of Ngaprum village in Ukhrul
District was raped by the Deputy
Commandant of 95 Bn. BSF on
March 4., 1974. Miss Rose
committed suicide later. Mrs.
Memcha Devi, a pregnant woman
from Singjamei was raped by
Indian Army during operation on
Sept. 9, Miss RS Martha, a 25 yrs
old disabled Tangkhul girl from
Huining village was raped by the
sepoy of 4th Assam Rifles on July
9, 1981. Raping of at least 3
women and abusing others

sexually during "Operation Blue
Bird" at Oinam village; sexual
assault on five teenage girls of
Thingangphai village of Sugnu on
Aug2, 1995, killing of Mrs. Olnam
ongbi Amina at Nambol by CRPF
on April 5, 1996; killing of Mrs.
Kshetrimayum ongbi Prabhahini
and injuring her 8 yrs old daughter
while asleep on May 3, 1996 by
Assam Rifles are few examples of
the terrorist activities by the
occupation forces which have
come to public life. Recently, five
army personnel of 2nd Mahar
Regiment of Indian Army had gang
raped a house wife, Smt.
Ahanjaobi (35 yrs) wife of Mr.
Ibotombi at Takyel Khongban
Khumanthem Leikai on Aug. 1,
1996. Even though many
incidents of rapes by Indian Army
are alleged on "Operation Sunny
Vale" launched by the Indian
Army, para-military forces and
Manipur police, this is the only
case in which the victim has
courageously came out openly
alleging the crime despite threats
from the Armed Forces. Smt.
Ahanjaobi have been appreciated
and awarded by the various
Voluntary Organisations of
Manipur for her bravery and
exposure of the crime perpetrated
by the occupation forces.

So far there had been many
cases of disappearances while in
Army custody. The victims have
been social workers and Human
Rights Activists. As many as forty-
five persons are reported to the
missing from Army Custody. The
most recent case has been that of
Laishram Bijoykumar, who had
been arrested by the Assam rifles
on June 4, 1996 and had not
been found since then. Shri
Bijoykumar had been a leader in
his student career and been doing
social work. He is alleged to have
been died in army custody. Many
young students are also killed
evenin the schooldresses. Master
Thokchom Netaji of Thongju was
killed on February 28, 1996 by
Rapid Action Police Force (RAPF)
while he was waiting for bus. On

Sept, 1995 a ten year old student
Master L. Jibon of Iroisemba was
killed while he was reading in the
tea-shop run by his mother.

The state terrorism
perpetrated by the Indian state
has entered a new phase with the
employment of the renegades as
"Sarkari Militants” or "India's
Secret Army" Just like the dictator
of Latin America used secret army
to eliminate opponents, the
"India's Secret Army" is used now
to eliminate social workers and
human rights activists who are
against the oppressive rule of India
and have courage to raise this
dissent voice openly. This came
to light very recently in Manipur
when Mayanglambam Momocha
of Thangmeiband. Imphal who
had been employed by the Indian
Army escaped on August 20, 1996
and disclosed to the public that
Indian Army had killed Laishram
Bijoykumar while in custody. With
this disclosure, the secret
operation by the army eliminating
the opponents, social workers and
human rights activists have come
to light. These Sarkari Militants
are also reported to be used in
smuggling drugs across the
Manipur-Burmaborder. They are
also used to extort money from
the public, plants and explode
bombs in public places etc. in the
name of armed opposition groups
to discredit them in the public
eye.
But the people of Manipur are
in a rebellious mood. The women
human rights activists are
organised in amassive scale. They
guard the various localities whole
night holding torches of fire
whenever there is any signal of
apprehensive of arrest and torture
ofyouths by the occupation forces.
The armed opposition groups are
also becoming stronger and more
stronger. The Indian State is
desperate to safeguard its
interests. And the Indian state
will continue to step up the
terrorist activites to rule over an
unwilling mass in the occupied
country.
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oA 43fz, "But this does not mean
that the Manipuris have lost their
identify Surrendering every-thing
to the great impact of the Hindu
Culture. Though they have fully
achieved integration with India
through the indentification of
many of their Traditional way of
life and worship, they still adhere
to many of their original forms of
worship. ........... Vaishnavism
which came in Manipur in |8th
Century bringing about a
renaissance in the realm of
Manipuri culture has been
reformed and modified to suit the
talent of the Manipuris. The
traditional worship of the Heaven,
Atiya Guru Shidaba, Sanamahi,
Pakhangba, etc. is still preserved
among the Manipuris and the
significance of many traditional
rituals and ceremonies are
deepened in the light of the
Vaishnsavic impact.
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JILETITACT N2 LA TN ST TSR
‘gfe « TIfee’

"Man becomes great exactly in
the degree in which he works for the
welfare of his fellowmen."
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(with postal charge)

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Country Yearly Rate Per Issue
India, Nepal, Pakistan Tk. 150 Tle. 40
. US $ 3.75 UsS $ 1
Myanmar, Philipines, Thailand Tle. 160 Tle. 45
Us $ 4 Us s 1.10
China, Japan, Baharaine, Kuwait, Tle. 180 Tle. 50
Qatar, Malaysia, Singapoure, Oman, US $ 4.50 us $ 1.25
K.S.A. UA.E & others
U. K. U.S.A, Canada, Australia Tlk. 200 Tlk. 55
| US$5 US $ 1.35
Bangladesh Tlc. 100 Tlc. 30

Please Send Bank Draft/Demand Draft/Postal Order in favour of the Manager, Mitkapthokpa
4 Kathal Bagan, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205.
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NAME - PRONAD KL MAR SINGHA
AGE 21 SEX . MALE, ADDRESS
VILL . NAYAPATTAN

T 0 : ADAMPUR BAZAR

P.S | KAMALGANS

DIST : MOULVIBAZAR
PROFFESSION : STUDENT
HORRY : FRIEND SHIP

NAME | M. PROMUD SINGHA
AGE ;23 SEX : MALE
ADDRESS : VILL : RAMNAGAR
P.0 : SRIMANGAL

P.S : SRIMANGAL

DIET. ' MOULVIBAZAR
PROTTESSION : STUDENT
HOBBY ' GARDANING A ROSE

A
s

PRVE S A

NAME : HORT KUMAR SHARMA

AGE : 27 SEX . MALE

ADDRESS !

VILL ; BHANUBIL MAJHERGAON

P O . ADAMPUR BAZAR 3222

DIST. : MOULVIBAZAR

HOBBY : READING AND TOUR

Wl 4

NAME : N, DILIP KUMAR SINGHA
AGE * 23 SEX : MALE

ADDRESS : VILL : NAYAPATTAN
PO ADAMPUR BAZAR-3222
DIST. - MOULVIDAZAR
PROFFESSION : STUDENT
HOBBY : FRIENDSHIP WITH
UNTAINTED PERSON

NAME  SUMANTA KUMAR SIVGIA SOV
AGE 21 SCX MALE

ADDRESS VILL BHANUBIL
MAJHERGAON

P O . ADAMPUR BAZAR 3222
DIST - MOULVIDAZAR
FROFFESSION . STUDENT/BS S,
ECONOMICS (HONOURS| DI U
HORBY  FRIENDS M

NAME : K. SURANJIT

AGE : 17 SEX ; MALE

ADDRESS ; VILL : NAYAPATTAN
F.0 : ADAMPUR BAZAR 3222
DIST. : MOULVIBAZAR
FROFFESSION : STUDENT
HOBBY : FRIENDSHIP AND
HEARING MORDERN BENGALY
SONG

NAME : RAMAKANTO SINGHA
AGE : 20 SEX : MALE

ADDRESS ; 386, JAGANNATH HALL
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA,
DHAKA-1000

PROFFESSION : STUDENT OF
DHAKA UNIVERSITY

HOBDY: NEWSPAPER READING

NAME : H. BUNGOCHA

AGE [ 17, SEX : MALE

ADDRESS : CHANDAY

10 D 1T SUPER MARKET
MOYMANSING ROAD, DHAKA-1000
PROFFESSION : STUDEN

HOBBY SINGING ADN HEARING ANY
(ENGLISH. HINDI, BENGALY &

MANIPUR!)
MODERN SONG.

NAME . A. RAJ KUMAR SINGH
AGE : 23 SEX , MALE

ADDRESS : VILL : KUNAGAON

P.O ! ADAMPUR BAZAR

DIST. : MOULVIDAZAR
FROFFESSION : STUDENT

HOBDY : FRIENDSHIP, ACTING,
DANCE, SINGING SONG. LISTENING
SONG.

NSAME ) DILIE KUMAR SINGH
AGE - 26 SEX: MALE
ADDRESS PO : 6065 GULSHAS
DHAKA- 1212, BANGLADESH
PROFFESSION : STUDENT
HOBBY . READING AND TOLR.

NAME : NG. INDROJIT SINGH
AGE | 26 SEX : MALE

ADDRESS :

P.0. BOX NO-6065 GULASHAN
DHAKA-1212. BANGLADESH
PROFESSION : STUDENT

HOBBY : FILLDING. ADDA.
FRIENDSHIP

RAME N, G. DINOMONT SINGHA (SAGOR)

AGE : 19 SEX : MALE
ADDRESS: VILL : VANDARYGAON
P.0 | KARMODHA-3233

P.S : KULAURA

DIST. : MOULVIBAZAR
BANGLADESH

HOBDY ! STAMP CALLECTION,

FRIENDSHIP

NAME : R. K GUNENDRA SINGHA
AGE : 21 SEX:MALE
ADDRESS: VILL ; TIKRIA (MANIPURI
PARA)

P.0: KALIGHAT, P.S : SRIMANGAL
DIST. : MOULVIBAZAR
PROFFESSION : STUDENT

HOBBY ; DATA COLLECTING OF
SOCIETY

NAME : L. LILY DEV1

AGE ; 25 SEX : FEML

ADDRESS. VILL : ETAKHOLA,
MONIPURIPARA

P.0: SLCHAR

CACHAR-785001

ASSAM, INDIA

HOBBY : WRITING OF MANIFUR1
PROSE AND POETRY,

NAME © M. TAMTHOLU (ALSHIM)
AGE : 25 SEX ' MALE
PROFESSION : BUSINESS
ADDRESS: 1/4 EASTERN PLAZA
HATIRPUL, SONARGOAN ROAD
DHAKA- 1203

HOBBY : PAINTING

HOBBY

FPEN FRIENDS

A MITKAPTHOKPA EFFORT TO KNITTHE WORLD INTO A CLOSE FAMILY. WE
INVITE YOU TO JOIN US.
FILL IN THIS COUPON AND SEND IT WITH A PASSPORT PHOTOGRAPH OF

YOURSELF.
AGE ;i at s
ADDRESS '8, 05100 iaks.
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PLAY GROUND (KHELAGHAR)
COURTESY : SHUDARSHAN SINGH.
SHIBGONJ, SYLHET.
BANGLADESH
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