October-December 1996

‘ ..
Sy ¢ t
255
. . > - R »
((:.. ohra N

Tt T oy L T PR

4 L A!

Courtesy : RKCS Art Gallery, Imphal, Manipur

L L
I, T OAUGERD 0 8RR



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Volume 1. Number 2 MITKAPTHOKPA - October - December - 1996

oty 2O X

Thefaafe

IRk s ik
e
RN e 3
Rk sfy zfar ©

GYIFI (Cover Story)

CGIFTEH (Politics) §3- 32 3vunEe Al (A GfFAlT s crafae) AR A g ", G,
&Y 9T b &, 1, 7 @G FFTA |

STBIRA b8 N1 ¥ AR vo [Lid i i
Q 4=, &, aEA

YJIZ (Society)

EIfSN =Gw gReom G (R 5

YATRTG 0
H-fe 58

English Section
Personality
Irabat and Social and Cultural

Awakening in Manipur Y
O E. Nilakanta Singh

Irabat as I Knew him . N
3 Nangom Mohendra
Poems

e Rt
T R 2o 3¢
0 a. @, ¢[E

FRRATE TR Ore g N
Q@@ -

i

e SH8b GIT%E X3 Wl FAIEl TS AHpTA T5d 9Ermg g cetadt o

<A A e AlsS AR W g
ATt 5 e TS Yoo A AR
TGN T FEAL AMRR, CUAL W@ TRsh

ARAW! FITARD A |

Price : 20 Taka

Editor : Ningombam Thambal. Asst. Editors : Hamom Promud. Yensenbam
Chandrajit. Manager, Yensenbam Lalit. Published by Keisam Birendra on behall
of MITKAPTHOKPA Publications, 4 Kathal Bagan, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205,
Bangladesh and Printed by : Reliable Printers. 76 Arambagh. Motijheel,
Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh. Design by : Syed Lutlul Hoque.

(%] CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

1 4.3

ot s, o191 i, wafe s wo sy
GT 5oy s S S Rrwal ¢ T
&3 e PR State T 62T WE )
Kabow Valley (RT3 FReiie) qI8 aigl &1 [was)
CITAGH WA (hafeea A G 7 0eal dngleq
faefel, (Chindwin) ST si8rafiegel srasht qrdt afsfafien
ORI TEEE | TR weel gwaat fard), e e
RTIg) WEan &1 ATy faaaafn <G e afaar gl
i © WUB SAmRal arwtTE w@ ard gl
QTR | &1 Al o R T g € o st Sl
TG DU QARGA BTR! | et ¢ Fsal &l
e mﬁm‘mrmﬁcmﬁ%ﬁl 831 Twfy erd
(&M faeg@n) Cerare STl O ACHA! Wi o{qw 1 I el
Toy sl Rl weEal, (ifea fren) el wewgh Be
SN W1 TR e, (G TR S ol
TR (il et Ton Syt TeR STl &7 Tl
STRER] S-SR A - GIRFA! AR 1 Fepi
TAGH R @R T AmLEIg T R T
*OTREGE A CTIE § T TRV T ETIReE! XAl UG,
A RN SR ReR e3qd Al Mege !
QIS | ST, AT Tou Fiaha qfAeyf Tty
RIGA TR G R A, Rl e SRR
RRNTE 6 QAR AR (A7) A (ARG TR
i Al SO PTG ETRAA WA @Gl Y,
Qa1 T gel e o shielsafn @M et
TG | B! FATEN T 61, TG T
IR A (@blew A @Rl effn blg
TR G MR ST | @GR WA TRl
FIGE! (411 AT G AN NATHIA I WAL
Feforeral Trel o A Wl fwTE, SR T Fml
BT SN ARSI WA AN g H G371 G
TR TR IR, O SR (ITE o T
YgA |
Tl SeleTIGA! Al 5ol wfaefa e | Slgcer,
I Sl & | S| Al TRED F163 AR
5eSAM% (SIRITA | SRR Ao feea| ZarafRim | sl
A (A1 T4, G O3 Sedl WAl Aeadt g e
Afefa gReang yfrgw Tieed 4 @@ diafa, wmf | TRET ol
Coramt Tl @Al fadl raswet frd faawdl, erae saard

(eI NV @ ATGa AfETH AT T privy purc 27
ANl @ Tt M Merger Agreement, (TIEHT 25,0085 =
T AR (W Afeega e T g SeE A
qfae <t A carasgq T e sr’-"fzf"f g
Ao 2o | 6,23 771 5% BT (g ANfEeTTrE wo atnts
‘Survival of the fittest' TFAMH Tfe4f T2 4771 @0
T GE @R, | Do or die, (49% (1 8370 e &
Tty | TR et = eretfaa afeefa Pz e amy
) - e faar s e (e o2l g 55
f cafEan Tl AG-F cNwal CerETval imaf
TR W fiem st T w@n g s
ST IR QoTa TERAWA (LA A <] Ao’
T o Reer? A 2l o 62l | e T
gy SRR RETTTel AR I g s
R -G A (SR GFR T AEE | g s
e R T wfefa EEel political collective
Will Wl Sgdl contribution A1 #11f | e Tfee@mr =g
@&l el TN popular opinion SLATTE | T
GTHIRA 38 Wl Sledl ©F Ty A1 wwAl FEE Tw
mm@qsﬂ A TEY, TG @mﬁ’?ﬂ, colourful
621 T @ff S ‘@UAA right 1o self determination
A, Sovereignty S{E ZHGT! SATRI, TS banner. [estoon
W WAS T A AR @I BT HEAM Street For
A BRI | TR TR S GG e et
T YfAgT g TP traflic Jam G291 5 ATfra L
NS T | TN T, STERA 3¢ FA TR *FTS (5 77
ERITH, TR TGN AEZRATE, TN AR HT S 49
(SR M SAR FISARFREREW | Sd8d 1 q0Q FHAWE,
(1 SFFTGW!) Tl T OFF1 T SO FEA annen
el | g Ffawm, TR RS sovereignty regain
retIf, =IFH1 57 27719 National Liberation Movement
Tolfal TR 7 October 15 31 581 45T TTignell &
'National Resolve Day' 5@ 'Black Day' 24« 5\{*'7\7"“
annexation 4 oppose TW qEZH Tl e REDER
S ARIZAA QL i (Qey eg3fqa wfasa
Cmmﬁmaﬁmmmaﬁmmqmu %=
ererfaar afqefafiat efig! et Ton e3fraqn
TIE I, [ers, ‘Jﬁi“{ﬁ ‘{@Wﬁ‘i RIS AN
TG T WOY (LA HTQ Wi |

TEEACAEA - 2



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

[ S R o >
SH (YT QUM EA T SH )
¢ -
HAHT [@: (NEW (S (G
4

qiEeal ‘-%r. |

ST AN RIEA] H§41 Tqm
fergafe oz @ w5 | o8 armn
; in-‘%ﬁ TR s o

g @lzfa, & wrEaw
STRTY A AeE AR | SfeiRE w1
) wifaven aifafaa srami sy
7 wATngi EEE fARFeUg
"t Jfurfarat AOEa| w1 C\ﬂfﬂ‘b’?ﬁ |
cyredt G W@ A g
=z Al o aw
afafzafre. wffa dram
bl 2w | Q7T BISUH | Hh-
BIE, syl wndll caeim | preaess
N c=ieen fegaitvmre g B
alcrenar | wefm fdned eram
framadll 21 wwee T M
frezaiat @ram @ qiE veweH gHE)
AgUM | vlewesra R N owwlR
g w4l @ el wule e
AUy el IR W S
grffanafe wEai g1 wweoH wraw
wlet el W o¥faan dhes Tl
et eWE fowfe | Wypey STy (e
Cal (el guWal WNWY )

el blesestar 91 owfa e e
e wluara Jraran waf afa | foaem
serpHal & Olfadw e WA

prewessf afa (@fesfar sneyurm
siffafaafar (s wefqaunfa | goram
faagag o @igea Qe s
ok (A Nepew fedaa gt
e a6 S ue ey |

e e FErami wree S CAsn
Tfia G 7R bRETE ) (RG] LGN

wL! 1"1,.‘(! L™

1
A IR
© »“\:"”’"J

o m\-],ﬂ

*ffafaaftre asﬁ irzn‘%?

TRETNEEERS | I e
zRey sy weu Few fem
Ll T
ol TYA] TR
TR | TR AT Ay foge
FgEsA TMe fTw wHE T
T T wfeqs wfeaval @i
ML | w1 AT TN T
ATHETA] SAF1] 51 @111 ewfeig 2
GIT (AATs Agfaaust nfafaafee

e famlaat st
fite slerAiff zge yF. Fam
frgaefaa) 7ie7 wfe =Ml w o2 e
WA WEAE | W T Fefe
HSITAGI | A A= i
grawwe! A9 (etfave fom veran e
e o fremerfay | @A e
G (K1 (A 6T Tal g |

stz fefis cefra gmfammg
el ey @ fofe s
AT e SifAN I TS <4 Q-\F’T‘I
G ymar e A@ v R @
T | g faeerareil agva
feyeifa |

-r*v Gl
Lal]

I 12 faat

@St cart
@, TP €

famiehe, zfasiar

fewa 2fesa,

WAl affeq@on o qem e
orEr e pEy 93
STRf e g @) @il Ffa faen
drarfaa dawun! g et
euld Jereen Aliesfy | A fUEe
ey freefa @Ragew snuaRen
Zetfa o et - wa e grfaet
WL T wreilet |

GRS (15 - W e wifbess
forar cubfaws e am e grew
aua JNteree, qier, T G
ardaqey] wwe awe Y
AN JTAYA YA SR RS | 5T
Qe Je qrAmeref BT

Pore
= opeefae 3y o
el P 49 F o —— . P

9] W | e WA 21D RTq] H 99T
p s WU NU N
DL Sl GTFH

AR R

- "2 — 1 ol

G (MNZ] 1 A9R] TE0pTa

1155 RUE ISLAND # 03
MONTREAL., QUEBEC
HIKNMY

fewa 2feha,
w3y THA A (EWhaq) THT -

LAl $fq, fite zmar wfs ==
(ArESm wlee ©F o wrfefs wawm
I A o TR g Tsaan
fae-211 ©F ?‘177 taaa e
sfrfgrasial Seaararas @& s
T T A August @ SRSl
woff il (FTEIRATM ST WE | WH ST
[T T2E] 341 o3 | fafs T
Rt GIE (Al U BRI (L (RO |
QIEATAS] (ATE (AT T ST«
Neefam era v | w01
N AreE! AT @ Hze 2foa- T,
24 Sqﬂ‘ﬁ'vy R Y12 ffast T
fadfeceraf Q. wwE 63w @l
RAreM e (COUNTRY) T Corfa)
AR CI-E ATT 8
QAR §is TN (World)
Trefeiifa ) aren v s qfqal
Monipur M.P faz=1 ©ras Haarm!
wafegl QAW | RUd BT 1@ qH
“RIRJATAIBAI™ (BIBIA FLS2AI
aeaREid | sl 2Mha 3
“Remsrrara e afgrasmat (qar faeg
BuLY AESN! «Iiesfa | wTAITIF]
TR BLRR WA IO oA

fReemmen sTRERf<as Fm! Srred TRe
fare ?‘R'ﬁ Tl fEfd |

,10,...

AraEa

e

QLA wrey e
T4, SrEg
S (2

[ @easaran-o |

(%] CamScanner



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

ceNes ATAT oG a1 o
Yfress weena

1. Okram. Mcena Dewy

Edutor & Publisher
KHONGIEL.

Dr. N. Tombi Singh

Associate Professor

[ 3]

Manipuri Department
Manipur universily
79003,

3. Langon Iboyaima
Mongsangei Nambul
Mapan
Imphal, Manipur
795001

4. 8. Binoy Lal
Dircctor Mcitei Media
Guwahati-7

5. Prof, N. Sanajaoba
Dean

Faculty ol law

0.

9.

Guwahati University
Assam-India

781014

Abul Kalam (Babul)
Vill. Lambabosti

P.o. Karai kandi,

Dist. Cachar, Assam
788101, India

Th. Brojen Singh

P.O. Vill. Kamranga (1)
State. Assam (India)
Dist. Cachar
Silchar-788107
Ayckpam Chandrakeshor
Shirajnagar Chabagan
P.o. Kazal Dhara-3234
Moulvibazer

F. Ahmed

Chingdong Leikai
Jirtbam 795116
Manipur (India)

1 0.

.~ Thounjam Badan

S. Balap Sineh
7.0, Pallarbond
Dist. Cachar

Assam (India)

Keishamthong Hodam Leirak
Imphal 795001

Manipur

India.

Manikumar Naoremeha
Vill. Ranipur

P.O. Manipur Part onc (1)
Dist : Cachar (Assam)

P/c 788101

Dr. M. S. Ningomba
Professor of Manipuri
Language & Linguistics
Department of Linguistics
Manipur University

Kanchipur, Imphal.

Z% LG MM 5331, RErq FARCE 00 FFE Teo11F FHGT A CFTTT F7E b71 JeIE A T 35
G GUEITA 39, 355 [F SOUVENIR TGN G577, At (o2 F58 707171 i<z s, &€ @ we1v, w797, 3rew,
M G, TN, (I3 7o, FIGT G72 COfF Tt A (SIS GNE AfaTG! 5rete Wit Faqt aifewfa
@7 MITKAPTHOKPA W TRISCORTEAIN S MGTEANMGTE MITKAPTHOKPA PUBLICATIONS, (5U%T%
&l 3fred SRfE FIETIHET AT JFGT SEAredq wE o 5aN Freemq AN cerAend | 917 (e
T ATCAT CRUIZCAIG e CTITEIT A1 ATFT TN ANTIE, W7 Geror (e I9/92f &7 S/ (5t
ST CANGCETIT, ANFE I (NRFA T &2 article 1R MITKAPTHOKPA %1 [F1SHE9T @7idt
NAEANGAE BTG A AT 138 QAT THT7! &% A7 FACHA, TP Oqwg eI} VA9 JiE
RIPT, TAYAT GT1-CF A T TG TN, GIFS, ST AZTT A address ST ARFAG! ST
ieaTt CoTIet MAfT YreTE wwGe Rewld 2T FeNGI7 MITKAPTHOKPA (FISS ¥2Z 5177 S |

T
BRAIEEEEIGH
3freq
MITKAPTHOKPA
4-Kathal Bagan
Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1203

Bangladesh.

TeEqaret-s |

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

RILECICRIRIE
AT FHETR
HEA! {ATR

R BRI Y08
N BTN S50d
YA BRI Svad-to Wl @Al

& Wi Al el v afaal
0T AN TFaAl ST

QISR Tl 7o @rEem
et SR I e
- YR THIS TR | QeI
THLE AFAAN H S5 AR | W
ot MATAR A o (R o
SBIGAAT] *IE] (UG TY_-T1 (UG
JlgTal Toff | SR e A
Tt sA-wz oAl (9 ResE
FOIRA SFAH | 9 A S
wiorez TEaed wfRqfa 97t
FARE SRR SRR TON-Teun|
F-fAEm AR Gladga e
AR WG | ERE AETE
wfaefaasnfaa ma AR | w857 @

Tfsfa AT @b, - e
IR T TEAT TG | S vos Ml FZal
AT AR & W16 21 Fize
cnfafeeq g fS@s @3 (@
S S (R12E | T 92 AW F ]
BRI | (oNfAfeTa] quergaI (3 sl
e A gqW AN oo WAl Al
QAAEFIG SRR | FAME] (ARG
EILEEa 3 Ml TG THE T T%E
TN TR WA AR T
AR TR AIE (1R | T Al
@I i wfasfq gl Tgafe
Q5T ] AL TN S (GER

bt | taromf felerit | T aam
St ifea B s | confaferas
arErEn Wizl ggv ArsAras | 9qq
M KD @ e eufera | ersraa
¢ Wfd 4 ¢ooo zFaal cnfaferaa
arEawl wylafe egaq zrmgal
G | TG A @l g A
ST AN WY T T Ay |

YA A FAAE FH FAg el
oFfaEal TR AgeEEal B
(ATERFRT SRR (ST Bl HTIR Z %
sgFEraaf | sl AT avE
JrEfafem R wea w4 wif7l | (@
e Tt SRl (g™ oy
P Slgdl, JMAl wETGAl FAM |
wesml @rArAfTEHel oy S
fas 38 A9 (FAqEe AFAl
Trqifatiedtin samfa ) wfefah @
qe? | w1 By Sl T T
ATATEE | ddod G e
TGul T FAERA @R Al
TG | Tou FHET FAwenfaa @@
RIS TS, (RGN, TG T SHTh
lEraEHe iZqafE ) 99 qEE
(GGLRTE: A (b T ST S
TR TG GZAG FUTA | (@7 Agaraml
TYRSTE AFA N AT Sl
A QNS TR Sledl TG R
P e e A T
CFEAl (F (b 4l FEaid | @
AR @& (@ (FraEml rafay
FET WA | ST 77 (58 AaRI<A]
A (Bg 2Ara feledy Trame Qe |
e sae@ s @fagemfi
fres &1 gy <nfeaael | Cerem o
T O E ARE |

WeRa Y v Zame SN
crferforaa areral 2ty zyel seotml
O befdl TFA (A qEanll wedraml
ST AR CrafHes By | (EeEml
Gy G I TG, A 51 (T
frat ©1ta | ame el R ©IE, By
OGH! T AT Iufn by SfEr

EN

B W e — (o BN <. SRS, .
e faedican g fra™iFH ewas |

EEEGER



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

".‘

w1 waara arwa wqe g A
e Mgl ugahi grawdl 2o
LN &ruef% A vy sasa) A1 gl -
o1 A, 49 wurm (@B g A8
BT | OTE Nee Ffie w32 b
WA W Fme 594 M 413w
(397 BH] FITAAALH |

&Y% 48 So @ EFEEH SEATSH
cSTRWbY, 74, RrawEH, SrNEhal
T o AT B | e Sl
TSN AT (AR PN | AN
AR waar afiome fBsag g
E 1 A1 | FW- R T
IR A wifeE e w1 e,
T by 11, «rerg Ty, e e
A1 W WIS TPl | FqAl FA-
St TRARA ENS AR
ST MGT ST | TZReT (fefE
e afy zmf wfm 94 T
SRR TR eF TAIY Fl-
Frae grafaafie s ¢ o
CSVA TZAEH! VgTAANLAG @)
AW 7N T T (o e
QAN (AT <, WRAEmI cofHar
ST A (LTS SFoTS) e |
BT T e Aan e TG 5y |
cefmaTe offs dten csfam St
M efoed w@en 6FF T bere | A
T &N SR, TIA AR |
Toufml e Afer el (@)
"fAsa 1] FWIEa (ImmE G
oo A |

cefem TNl @A TP T
T2 (ORI ENIETR IHTEM! BT
T b1 2w 4R T 1
ARG (bg FOMA! AR A S
H51-5% 511 (ZETA Sl TRRTE
AMEYY ©IfFFIGA JLAWE TEII
wflgevafe g ) e
e arem e efm ordied
TR IR N AT AR
FIARATS! 18 AT | AN FACHS
fiea e offocar B2 e Fifon
AR I (ofaare efimrer YEE |

A2 g18 & @17 ArAans( A%
wgBaq pd sl sz
wfsmd 2ezifg gt wae cagm canaad
e, Sr | qu Ao a2 wepfa
Freer2 e ot Anritemral e s
csfaams ot canfermat | o
| NIGTWA1, 511 BETEIA! (g 4141
forg TrEd A qAnEg e TS
sl strgal BrerEfie wpE ewde
Argfal | A e, T efal, mdtat
T3 | 9N AW AHE I w9
TfReffd PR &5 1A S Frae
cHm eHd (s Tou gAM
a3 Efezrifa SlI@w we A
T N I G A s
EFgudl AR | TeTAl (Sigy AR
(4 1 A4 SIgTITIN RHAGI 4HHAI
TURTG! (g1 F16R | Zeraraent gafal |
Afag @mre §A o AT e
N 08 FEEl GTER | T W
STATE T2 AL | GG A S|
& YA @ eEEand wEETS I
#f2a1 21 BT (Tat (SIEam! Al
TR SiE M TZRAE GAE
THTEICE! TZH JIAE @IUGHA [
[N TN ATER | wer S
TRfE el w9 @ ARy |
TEFA T A T 3R
Tt T U AGIA TOAA YIS
A sl Y ST SIS
fFfea Hfaem @tzmey o A
CTEemie FEAFHR S Y- T
AT | A Q@1g5Hal At
(T T ZaA1 9GS, TSl
SR & AFEA YA T | T
el e o W (Bfes @
2 o= Zfaal woy wfmf| spen
oy s fifen e (e
fAE efrer 62 oy Shmfy
(YER S TN | g FEHA
Fe A TR FAR GG I
@149 [P STFAT N6 ez
@ W RN g O 5T Ao
afggif Slgnl el ©3 e
(oAffere e AR (@4 |

Bl yo/33/9n B =ym
@A sHAze evfarE cde
A (A7 cAlgH g fra S
st fifze calgen cnfatsram arzm
AZTS AN T wqq Gsresngen
WAL YA NG ARG wem
fAMEAE came 514 g s
AR w402 T e | waaz
A WA wHa @k i og W
#Eg A | Tfew Tt 47 anas (750
$rae) @Y fer@ A4 ¢ool voo @E
foges | R By ez, zEas
forqa g wraee Mg Awaw cerama e
Slgaeh Tfeq @ mga 57 7her
4qq nfAferan ats3 Anza, S
5 | offferas arem (W3 fammm)
AEa, SfFR g¥saE, Al
oA o wga wEEl we
AEAQ A 28 A TYS! FAATE TN
Afraaerm To@ w9 S Tman
1A fate S G A S
A1 5N SagEaml w2 (R =
(STl Srast AP 4= CratEaa
T IR TSR | conferfera arera
AR S T Y Gl 6Bl
A | sEe csfagm sfrere §
AREAW] TEHTE AfFFI amH ora
P.A. 7 I @ragm cStan cofamm wm
(AFA! ArE | befyar WA ;A
AN oA W REA ToyEa
TS AH] Y] TR Ao g
TR (ST S3A%H | 3N T 7
5631 Togw! (onfafsrad e G
AT B (Bg TG CHTATEN G
Ay fa@M ZREm saa w1 ST
@b R | @bl

BB

Notice

Under the orders of His Highness
the Maharaja and the Darbar the ex-
port of rice from Manipur is stopped
untill further orders, except supplies
to Kohima and the Battalions ol’ As-
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Sd/-C. Gimson
Political Agent in Manipur

Memo no. 3665.77 S& T
Dated Imphal, the 13th Dec.
1939

Copy forwarded to :- The
President, Manipur

State Darbar for information
and wide circulation,

C. Gimson.
ILE:S,

Political Agent in Manipur
13-12-1939.
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TRANSFORMATION OF MANIPUR STATE

January 21,1972

Period Status of state Order
Pre-1947 International Protectorate %]
26 July, 1947 Autonomous State (constitution adopted) -2
I TAugust, 1944 Associate State (Sovercign within Indian 3

confederation)
15 August 1947 Sovereign State -4
I8 oclober, 1948 Sovereign Peoples Republic(Assembly -5
: function)
15 October, 1949 " Annexed state (continuous State with -6

suspended sovereignty)
Constituent State of India (Suspended
sovereignty)

Polititical Status of States during
the inter war Period (1919-1945) had
varied in the comity of nations. Cat-
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The telegraph

16-10-'96

Eclipse of the Heart ‘

Manipuris have senta peaceful but
pointed Warning of their displeasure
with the yelatonship between their
state and rest ol India. In a state with
less than two million people a demon-
stration by 1.00,000 people in favour
of " sell determination” is a major
popular statement, This twmout must

be put beside the absence of sponsor-

_ship by any mainsttcam political party

and bandh that kept even ministers
away fromoffice, The message isclear:
Manipuri disaffection with being part
ol India is no longer the thinking of
violent [ringe but the sentiment of the
majority. Groups like the Revolution-
ary Peoples' Front have long called for
Manipuri to Scrap its 1949 accession
(o India. The Naga areas of the states
have long been inastate ol insurgency
as much against rival kuki tribals as
the Indian army. But the "cclipse day”
protesst marks the spread of such sen-
timents to the majority Meitei com-

munity. Such is the palpable shift in
popular opinion that the ruling
Manipuri Congress and the opposi-
tion Manipur People's Party are also
donning anti-Union garb.
Thesitvation has notand may never
reach the violent deadend that fol-
lowed similar frustration with New
Delhi's neglect in other parts of the
Northeast. But the government can ill
afford to sit on the fence. Even now
most Manipuris including the All
Manipur Students Union which or-
ganised the rally, still look upon them-
selves as Indians. However almost
every day reminds them of their geo-
graphic isolation from the rest ol the
country. Munipuris linked to India by
one highway and a prohibitively ex-

pensive air service. Imphal, the state
capital. has no train station. The slight-
est disturbance in ncighbouring
Nagaland or Assam and Manipur is,
for all practical purposes, an island
apart. Reminders of new Delhi's exist-
ence are there, for example, in the
often brutal implementation of the
1958 Armed Forces Special Powers
Act. Human rights activism has be-
come a popular form ol political pro-
test in the state. The army is needed,
but Manipuris need to see the positive
side of being Indian. New Delhi needs
to pump in more resources. For exam-
ple. by spending more on physically
linking Manipur o
therestol India. This
would allow the de-
velopmentol indus-
trics like tourism
where Manipuris
can. through their
own elforts, benefit
cconomically and
psychologically
from flying the tri-
colour.
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irabat and Social and Caultaral
Gwakening in Manipar

L. Nilakanta Singh

Jananeta Irabat, was a renais-
sance man. He was a versatile person-
ality @ Social reformer pocet, artiste,
intellectual, sportsmanand revolution-
ary-all rolled into one, But he was a
much misunderstood personality ne-
glected. abused and forshaken by the

clites and the mainstream people of

the [recdom struggle in Manipur. The
last three decades of the 20th Century
have resurrected him and raised him
rightly to the pedestal ol Jana-Neta
(Leader ol the people). The people
have increasingly discovered the ster-
ling qualities ol his head and heart, his
vision and the spirit of entire dedica-
tion to his land, her people. Hemango
Biswas, his one time artiste collcague
called him Simanta Prahari (Sentinel
of the Fronticr). Which means senti-
nel of the Eastern Frontier. He has
now become almostalegend and some
simple villagers of Manipur belicved
(in 1955) that he would come back :

Foraproper assessment of his role
as the leader of the people, we have (o
divide his life into three phases viz. his
role as a social reformer, a writer and
theatre personality after his baptismin

the fight for freedom at the sight ol

Gandhiji (1922) at Calcutta before
1938, almost a prelude to politics; his
plunge into politics as expressed in
various movements of women and the
common people after the Gandhian
fashion with a difference, alter his
resignation from Sadar Panchayel
membership in March, 1939 and the
Just phasc of his imprisonmentin Sylhet
District Jail, followed by his initiation
into Marxist ideology and political
cx&lcin('uch.u';uulSylhcl(nnw Bang-
ladesh) culminating in his going un-

derground since 1948 to the end of his
life at the foot of Ang-go hills (Sept 26
1951). Hehad to fight at the same time
of two fronts feudal and imperialistic,
with all their instruments of torture
and suppression of human liberty. His
education outside Manipur opencd his
cyes and his initiation into Marxist
idcology proved the turning point in
his life of relentess struggle accom-
panied by cndless suffering. His love
of the common people, the oppressed
and the damned, more particularly the
peasants and the women, knew no
bounds.

Irabat was born at a time when
other parts ol India, particularly Ben-
gal, witnessed arenaissancein thought
and action. Even though he could not
complete his matriculation in Dhaka
and Tripura, owing to sheer poverly,
his impressionable mind like some of
our pioneer pocts, was expoded to the
currents blowing all around in India
and he decided to dosomething for his
mother Manipur. He expressed him-
self'in the form of poetry and perform-
ing arts, besides being an excellent
sportsman. He wrote a bunch of po-
ctry particularly for school children
entitled Sheidam Sheireng (1930) and
started a hand-written magazine called
Mecetei Chanu (1922), the first maga-
zine ol its kind in Manipur, (o be
followed by other literary magazines.
His lirst novel, Muhini was serialised
in the jomrnal, Yakairol since 1931
and so also his biography of Lokmanya
Tilak, the great freedom fighter who
happens to be his guru in politics, in
the journal, Lalit Manjuri Patrika since
October 1931. He also wrote a play,

Gomati and translated

Bankimchandra's. novel. Krishna
Kanter Will into Manipuri-both of
which arc still in manuscripts.

But participation in modern
Manipuri theatre as an artiste both in
malc and female roles was his strong
point. He acted in Bengali plays dur-
ing the carly period (1915-20). and
played the role of Kumud in the first
historical play in Manipuri NaraSingh
(1925). He was deeply associated with
the theatre movement and created the
symbol of two ploughs being crossed
for the first theatrical group Manipur
Dramatic Union (established in 1931),
signifying ploughing the culwral soil
of Manipur. Hisrole of Chandra Singh
in the social play of S. Lalit Singh,
Arcppa Marup was memorable. He
played the role ol Baladeva in the
Manipuri version of the play. Debala
Devi. His contribution to modern
Manipuri theatre is indeed immensc.

Fortune tavoured lrabat by this
time. The king Churachand Singh ur-
ranged to give the hands ol the daugh-
ter of his elder brather to him and he
was appointed member of Sadar
Panchayct court (the post ol a magis-
trate) with all the privileges including
a considerable plot of land. This was
deliberately done in the hope that he
would take the side of the feudal king
supported by British imperialist. But
this temptation could notcompel Irabat
to deviate from the path of service to
the people and taking always the side
of the oppressed people. He gave his
heart and soul to the social reform
movement which found expression in
the establishment ol Nikhil Hindu
Manipuri Mahasabha(1939) with the
King as the Chiel patron. It had its
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memorable sessions in the framework
ol Pan-Manipuri movement, the see-
ond in Silchar (1936) and the third in
Mandalay in Burma (now. Myanmar)
in 1937. The spiritof the resolutions in
the various sessions represented a se-
rious attempt at the removal of dis-
paritics, the oppression of the people
in religious rites and rituals and heavy
taxation in the guise of service in such
forms as Chandan Senkhai, Hiyang,
Pacha and Napet. etc. the most obnox-
ious of which being Pothang (forced
labour) imposed on the common vil-
lagers for the comlortand safcty of the

to make themselves familiar with the
Meitei Mayek (Manipuri Script) which
had become quite a cry at the moment.

The second phase of his life began
with his plunge into politics when
Nikhil Hindu Manipuri Mahasabha
dropped "Hindu" from it al its
Chingnga Session (Imphal) in 1938
and became a political organisation.
The king and his officials had to disso-
ciate themselves from its functioning.
Irabat had to resign from his post and
among the leaders of the movement
only Irabat and E. Tompok were en-
trusted with carrying the activities of

followers as a long-drawn out
hegemonic struggle or in Gramscian
terms, a way of position. By hegemonic
struggle, we mean a struggle for the
minds and hearts of men and women
so that the nationalist intluence would
continuously grow among the people
through differentchannels. The move-
ment alternated between the phases of
the extralegal of law-breaking mass
movements and phase ol the function-
ing within the four walls of the law.
Both the phases were geared to ex-
panding the influence of the national
movement among the people. The
masses had to be politicised and

nobles and peuty offi-
cials. lrabat was, of
course, in excellent
company ol wrilers
and social activists in
all these ventures and
undoubtedly he took
the lead. Manipuri
Sahitya Parishad was
established in 1935
and he was its first
general secretary. Itis
also on record that he
was the first person (o
wear  Khadi in
Manipur. All these
happened in the Indian
context of Swadeshi
movement in Bengal
(1905) owing 1o pro-
posed Bengal parti-

' He was arrested from his
house on Jan. 9, 1940 and tried
by Manipur State Durbar on
March 21, 1940. There had been
already a split in Jan-1940 in the
Mahasabha over the issue of ex-
tending support to the Women's
-movement and Irabat formed a

 new group under the style of
Manipur Praja Sanmelani. The
result of the trial was that lrabat
was convicted and sentenced to
imprisonment for 3 years.

activised: the masses
who suffercd from the
double torture of feu-
dal system and colo-
nial authorities. Their
belief systcm or ideol-
ogy ascxpressed in hu-
miliating submission to
the king and the British
officials had tobec over-
thrown. The long

the hegemonic strug-
gle may be described
as Struggle-Truce-
Struggle (§-T-S) a
phase ol vigorous ex-
tra-legal mass move-
ment and open con-
frontations with the
“authorities being fol-
lowed by a compara-

tion, the cries of
Vande Mataram and advent of Ma-
hatma Gandhi with his non-coopera-
tion movements. lrabat and his col-
leagues could somehow attune them-
selves with this movement for. Iree-
dom, though not so explicitly, by way
ol marking time. Somehow itremained
a social reform and cultural awaken-
ing movement. It is interesting (o re-
call that the Mandalay session (1937)
of the Mahasubha had as one of its
resolutions that the Manipuris be asked

the Mahasabha which was declared an
illegal political organisation in Feb.

1939 by the Manipur State Darbar. He
had to sacrifice his landed properties
as wellas his dignified membership of
the Sadar Panchayet Court for the sake
ol his dedicated service to his mother-
land.

It is perhaps time that we have a
close look at the strategic perspective
ol the movement, both social and po-
litical, intitiated by Irabat and his

tively passive phase in
the form of constructive work, social
reform and reorganisation of workers,
peasants, the women and the youth.
When the opportune moment arrives,
this would be followed by extra-legal
mass movements. Thus the political
\llung, is perpetual. As Gandhiji used
to say, " Suspension of civil disobedi-
ence does not mean suspension of

War". Irabat had to adopt this §-T-S
strategy which applicd to India's Free-
dom Struggle also.

drawn out character of
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On the soctal and cultural front he
had to face the bittermusic ol Mangba-
Sengba (pollution and restitution) a
widely practiced. but unlawful. form
of extortion charges imposed on the
public by the members of Brahma
Sabha ol which the king happened to
be the Chairman. During the thirties,
this Mangba-Sengba scandal swept
over Manipur like a plague, leading to
excommunication ol the thousands of
the poor people which the state Darbar
ultimately. The
Mahasabha had a religious reform

had to check

wing (Goura Dharma Pracharini
Sabha) which came to the rescue of

the helpless people. The fourth ses-

sion of the Mahasabha over which
Irabat presided had, among its resolu-
tions numbering about 30, such deei-
sions as demanding alegislative Body
and release of Gaidinlia from the jail,
which proved too much for the au-
thorities to bear, Most ol the decisions
dealt with social reform and other
matters ol political nature. This was
followed by another memorandum
submitted by afew educated Manipuris
to the Maharaja, demanding reforms

in administrations. The reactions of

the President of the Darbar, Mr.
Macdonald was characteristic: "De-
mocracy is. ater all, much more for-
cign to Manipur than Manchester
cloth".

The outbreak of Nupilal(Women's
War) on Dece. 12, 1939 over the issue
ol rice export, in which several hun-
dred Manipuri women came to the
state office and gheraoed the Presi-
dent (Mr, T.A. Sharpe), lcading to
bayonet charge by a detachment of
Assiin Rifles, represented a spontane-
ous cruption of the suppressed energy
ol the exploited people. The spark
was. ol course, set off by the rice

exportol the Monopolists. lrabat was

not present in Manipur on this day
But he came back from Cachar and
addressed public meetings with
strongly worded speeches which the
authorities considered sdditious. He
was arrested from his house on Jan. 9,
1940 and tried by Manipur State
Durbar on March 21, 1940, There had
been already asplitin Jan-1940 in the
Mahasabha over the issue of extend-
ing support to the Women's move-

[rabat was the
Jather of
Manipur insur-

. gency and
dreamt of

Manipur‘being a

sovereign demo-

cratic republic.

ment and Irabat formed a new group
under the style of Manipur Praja
Sanmelani. The result of the trial was
that Irabat was convicted and sen-
tenced (o imprisonment [or 3 years.
This marked the end of the $econd
phase ol his life dedicated to social
and cultural awakening in the back-
ground of politics. He made contacts
with the communists while he was in
Sylhet Jail (1942-43) and became a
communistleaderrepresenting North-
East India in various political confer-
cnces. He wrote a few poems in Sylhet
Jail, full of patriotic fervour and
charged with modernistrhythm, which
was published in as late as 1987under
the title, Imagi-Puja (Worship of the
Mother). While working amony the
peasants in Sylhet and Cachar, his
creative spirit found expression in
songs and dances associated with
LP.T.A. movement and aroused the

artistic consciousness ol the villagers,
He wasallowed to enter Manipuronly
inMarch, 1946. He gothimself merged
in the constructive phase ol the strug-
gle and was responsible for creating
various organisations like Krishak
Sabha Praja Mandal, Praja Sanmelani,
MahilaSanmelani, Youth League, ete.
After the historic Pungdongbam inci-
dent in which a police official was
shot dead in the scultle between the
police force and the peaceful
processionists on their way (o attend a
protestmeetingat MDU Hall atImphal
against the proposed creation of
Purbanchal. Irabat and the CPI had to
go underground.

Dr. Venkata Rao is strongly of the
view that Irabat was the father of
Manipur insurgency and dreamt of
Manipurbeing asovercigndemocratic
republic. [tis debatable. The last part
of his underground activitics was
shrouded in mystery. But  he was
unoubtedly a brave freedom fighter
arousing the social, political and cul-
tural consciousness ol the people of
Manipur and even outside with his
relentless hard work, mixing with the
peasants and remarkable creative ex-
pression. He was a Jana-Ncta in the
real sense of the term and it appears
that History has at last done justice (o
him.

Select References:

Hijam Irabat and Political Movements in
Manipur by Karam Manimohon Singh
B.R. Publishing Corporation. Delhi 1989
Irabat:

(Ed) Irabat Centre tor Marxist Stwudies,
Imphal 1988.

India's struggle for Independence: (1857-
1947) by Bipan Chandra

Pengain Books: 1989,

Seminar on Jana Neta lrabat:

lrabat Birth day Celebration Committee
C.P.I. Manipur, Sept. 10,1998,

[ Fswopart- sy |

CamScanner



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Ngangom Mohendra

y lirstsceing and know-
ing Jananetalrabat dates
way buck to 1934 when,
as a young boy of about

ten. I used to frequent the parental
housc of my latestep mother, adaugh-
ter of the Pukhrambams of Yaiskul
Janmastan. The Jananeta's residence
was immediately behind that of the
Pukhrambams with a common ap-
proach path. I still remember how his
Orderly used to push his neat Bicyclc
behind him up to the road to be fol-
lowed by a polite send-off for the day.
Everytime 1 vjsited the Pukhrambam
house around 10 O'clock in the day, I
saw them, 1 became curious as to who
this " great man" was till I learnt from
my maternal uncles about the Janancta
and it was only since then that I came
(o know him to be Srijut ﬁijam Irabat
Singh, then a lilemBCI' of 'the Sadar

Panchayet Court and a son-in-law of

the then ruling Mziharajuh. Sir
Churachand Singh, C.BE.K.C.S. L.
by virtue of his marriage with Shrimati
Khomdonsana Rajkumari, cldest
daughter ol an blg]cr brother of the
Maharajah, Somehow I became more
and more attracted by the personality
of this "great mun" and had however Lo
remain content with observing him
fromadistance since to advance nearer
him I could venture not then. The
Jananeta, as I saw him then, was fair
complexioned having anever-smiling
look.

As 1 grew up. my desire to sdy at
least something o the Jananeta be-
came more and more intense, yet oc-
casion for doing so remained ever
clusive. The Sadar Panchayet Court

was in the heart of the city and I
cnjoyed watching this "great man" on
many occasions on his way 1o the
court. It was in the midthirties that one
afternoonIobscrved the Jananeta, then
a Magistrate, holding a local hearing

of a criminal case (a member of the
Sadar Panchayet had powers of'a Sce-

ond Class Magistrate) in our locality
with a crowd surrounding the mobile
squatting court (the Magiélralc was
holding‘lhc court on a malt, there were
no table and chair) and watching the
proceedings. The case evoked unu-
sual interest in that it involved the
elopementof aMeitei woman married
to a non-Manipuri Hindustani, by a
Meitei young man. There was every
possibility of the situation turning sen-
sational but for the cfficient tackling
of the matter by the Jananeta with
firmness but not without delightful
humour. Istill rememberhow he asked
his lone companion, the "Dolaipaba”
(Chaprassi-cum Orderly of the court
who wielded limited police powers) to
fill in his black-bird fountain pen with
the water of the rivulet running close
by and at the same time cracking jokes

with the crowd that his black bird -

could write with river water as ink!
Because ol the modest gesture and
meaninglul humorofthe Jananctacven
the temper of the complainant re-
mained cool and not a voice of disap-
proval of the conduct and proceedings
of the court was even whispered by
any one in the crowd,

In later articles and literatures, the
Jananeta is referred to as a pioneer of
sports ipn Manipur and himsell' a good
hockey, football, tennis and badmin-

ton player of his time and a
foundermember-sportsman ol
Manipur Town Club, the oldest Sports
Organisation of the State. However, in
the mid-thirties he is reported to have
organised anew club called The Imphal
Club, which participated in regular
hockey tournaments. For me, it was
the firstand last time to sce the Jananeta
in action in the hockey ground as a
player of Imphal Club.

It is also an admitted fact that the
Jananeta was a pioncer in the field of
drama and theatre moverment in
Manipur, a founder-artiste of the first
ever union, the Manipur Dramatic
Union, the inventor of the crossed
ploughs logo of the MDU Hall, and a
superb actor himself. I had the privi-
lege of watching the Jananeta in the
role of Chandra Singh in the play,
"Areppa Marup”, a prescribed text
book for the Matriculation Examina-
tion of the Calcutta University in the
Pre-second-World-War period. Shri
Sorensangbam Nabakanta Singh. a
dramatist of renown in Manipur, in a
speech delivered on the occasion of
the 96th Birth Anniversary of the
Jananeta discussing "lrabat as an artist
and dramatist” gave, among others, a
vividdescriptionof the dramatist Irabat
in the role of Chandra Singh, a way-
Ward young man of a wealthy family.
having relationship with a beautiful
‘Mou' (woman) called Rajani. who,
cither fromasense of rescuing Chandra
Singh from going worse of from sheer
greed formoney, asked Chandra Singh
not to show up his face again unless he
came with Rs. 200/-. Chandra Singh
could not manage the money and he
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appeared shabbily dressed with half

hix "dhoti” wrapped around the upper
part of the body like a gambler who
had Tosi everything he had, walked
slowly across the stage mutlering
"Chani”. "Lupa chani” (two hundred,
Rupees two hundred). The dramatic
clfect that emanated from the excel-
lentacting of Irabat as Chandra Singh
was so impressive and perfect that the

audience remained spellbound until

the then ruling Maharajah Sir

Churachand Singh who was witness-
ing the drama threw Rupees two hun-
dred in currency notes saying "Se,
nanggi chanido” (Lo! here is your two

hundred). Such was the perfection of

the Janancta as an artist. In later years,
in the late lorties, when I became a
communistactivistin the student front,
late Shri Sorokkhaibam Lalit Singh. a
contemporary dramatist and dircctor

of those days, a life-long Sccretary of

the Manipur Dramatic Union, and a

contemporary member ol Sadar

Panchayet Court used to tell me lov-
ingly. "Nanggi khuraibungodo cina
Lairenlakpa memberna iba drama,
Nara Singhagi Kumudo sahallubadagi
Biplavi Oikhribaninahei” (your uncle
became a revolutionary alter 1 gave
him the role of Kumudo in the Nara
Singh play written by Lairellakpa
member). Elderly people still remem-
ber him for his role as Baldev (pet
Bolji) in the play "Debala-Devi"”, a
Manipuri version ol a Marathi play.
My first acquaintance however
with the poctic side of the Jananeta
was in 1937 as aseventh form student.
His small book of poems entitled
"Sheidam Sheireng" was the pre-
sertbed Manipuri Vernacular text book
for the seventh form then. Existing
accounts indicate that he was a pio-
neer in the movement for revival of
Manipuri literature, having been him-

sell aco-organiser of the first meeting

for the purpose, held on 7-2-32 with
late Shri Khwairakpam Chaoba, popu-
larly known as Kavi Chaoba, as a
convenor, The meeting was addressed
by eminent poets like Dr. Kamal,
Hijam Anganghal-and the Janancta
himself.

As a social reformer the Jananeta
was a legend himself. His opposition

<

The Jananeta is
referred to as a
pioneer of sports in
Manipur and him-
self a good hockey,
football, tennis and
badminton player
of his time and a
foundermember-
sportsman of
Manipur Town
Club, the oldest
Sports Organisa-
tion of the State.

to and fight against feudo-religious
oppression are oo wellknown to be
recounted. His role as a Vice Presi-
dent, later President of the Nikhil
Manipuri Mahasabha forms a bright
chapter in the sociopolitical history ol
Manipur. His forthright resignation
from the post of membership of the
Sadar Panchayet Court immediately
in the wake of the declaration by the
Manipur State Darbar in 1938 that the
Nikhil Manipuri Mahasabha,of which
the Janancta was then the President
had turned political and that no State
employee could be a member of this

organisation, became the beacon light
[or the future gencration in all kinds of
struggle against injustice and oppres-
sion, Only late Shri Elangbam Tompok
Singh followed the Janancta. the rest
(government employcees) ol whom
many became congress leaders in not
very distant future left the Mahasabha,
Necdless to mention that the Jananeta
was the only leader in Manipur who
publicly burnt all Bilaite clothes he
had at the eastern forcground of the
then Cheirap-Panchai compound. now
District and Sessions Court, keeping
in tunc with the Swadeshi movement.

The year 1938 brought a turning
point in the lite of the Janancta, the
beginning of a harder but meaningful
life in the political arena of Manipur.
The ycar 1939 saw the outbreak of the
sccond Nupilan followed by the arrest
and the infamous trial of the Jananeta
in the early part of 1940 for his part in
the women's agitation 1939 and his
imprisonment for 3 years and trans-
portation to Syhlet Jail (now in Bang-
ladesh). This is only a small side of the
story about the Janancta and much
more remain o be told.

In later years, the Janancta told us
thathis life in jail and association with
communist detenus and contact with
communist literatures immensely in-
fTuenced his future course of political
activities.

My directcontact with the Jananeta
was in 1945 while I was a First year
Arts student in Cotton College,
Gauhati, when he visited some of us in
our mess "Tarun kutir" at Ujan Bazar.
He told us that he had gone to
Nabadwip where his wite and other
members of their family had been stay-

g as war evacuees since he was not

allowed to enter the tervitorial limits off

Mauipur. He did not talk any politics,

mstead he inquired about the life of
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the people in the then war-torn
Manipur. One of'my cherished desires
to have a direet conversation with the
Janancta was (hus fulfilled at last
During the course of his clection cam-
paign when he contested for a seat in
the Assam Assembly. from Silchar
Assembly Constituency in January
1946, the Jananela visited Gauhati
occasionally and met us. By then, the
Jananeta bad already become a com-
munist “after his participation in the
first conference of the Communist
Party of India'held at Bombay trom
23rd May 10 Ist June, 1943".

Jananeta Irabat believed in class
struggle and he was lor organising
class organisations. This idea, he had
cven belore he becamié a communist.
Itis this idea which prompted him to
organisce the 'Krishak Sabha, an or-
canisation of the peasants and rural
based therelore, the Praja Sanmelani,
the Praja Sangha, both urban based
and oriented, the Mahila'Sanmilani,
an organisation cic,clusivcly for
women.

Theperiod from the early forties to
the midfortics witnessed the resur-
sence ol political activities in Manipur
and it was in this period that anti-
communist and anti-lrabat harangue
became the order of the day in politi-
cal and intellectual ¢circles of the then
Manipur. Not only the Jananeta, but
also his close \;lssucinlcs ‘were nhot
spared. These ostracisms became
counterproductive for those who had
indulged in them and emboldened the
spirit and stand of Jrabat and his asso-
crates on the contrary, though a few of
them had already fled their post.

In August-September 1946, amove
for forming a single political party for
Munipur was mooted and ameeting of
At political parties was convened on
110-1946 at the Aryan Theawre Hall,
hiphal. In the notice for the meeting,

the original name of the Mahasabha
was found changed into Nikhil
Manipur (instead ol Manipuri)
Mahasabha. I was to accompany the
Jananeta (o the meeting and I was
instructed to raise the question why
the term "Manipuri" was changed into
"Manipur”. At the carlicst opportu-
nity. I raised the question as advised
and latc Shri Yumnam Khoimacha
Singh. an clderly gentleman, who was
conducting the proceedings became
furious and another delegate from our
side who dclended me was expelled!
Late Shri Loitam Yaima Singh and
late Shri R.K. Maipaksana Singh, in
their book entitled "Nikhil Hindu
Manipuri Mahasabha" published in
19983, mentioned that the term
"Hindu" was dropped and the term
"Mahasabha" was substituted by the
term "Manipur" at the 4th Annual Ses-
sion of the Mahasabha held on Sep-
tember 20-30, 1938 popularly Known
as the "Chinganga Session." (al page
171 of the op cit). Now the question is,
it was the same Jananeta who had
presided over that session and who
was instructing me to raise the ques-
tion in 1946! There were attempts at
the Aryan Hall meeting toisolate Irabat
and in the proccss, some would-be
future lcaders used every means to
assail "communist" Irabat, Therc was
pandemonium in the Hall and the
Jananeta walked out of'it followed by
the representatives of the parties led
by him. The Jananeta did not lose
hope. He drafted a lcaflet and asked
five of us (Late Thokchom Boro, Ksh.,
Iboyaima, K. Haridash Sharma, Kh.
Promodini Devi and Ngangom
Mohendra) to make as many carbon
copies of the leaflet as possible. We
worked the whole night but we could
produceonly 157 copies. The Jananeta
asked us to distribute the leaflet among
the delegates at the entrance gate of
the Aryan Theatre Hall the following

day when the meeting was continuing.
We were reluctant yet we could not
say 'No' and we went and to our sur-
prise, the leaflets were smilingly re-
ceived and read. It will be worthwhile
to mention that in those days there
wereonly a few major printing presscs
wherc no communist leaflct or book-
let could be printed as it was simply
considered to be an anathema for them!

When India was about to attain
freedom in 1947, the communists ob-
jected to the dominion status of inde-
pendent India and a mammoth protest
rally was organised on 14 August 1947
at the Police ground (now First

i

i sy i LR
Jananeta was a
unique leader of

composite personal-
ity and he was just
‘  “” ocean. To dis-
_cuss any aspect of
~ his life would only
amount to throwing
a small earthern
ball into that
ocean."

Manipur Rifles ground) and the
Jananetaexplained the significance of
the implications of independence in
uncquivocal terms. This gesture of the
Jananeta was howeverattempted to be
misconstrued by anti-communist cle-
ments and leaders as anti-independ-
ence move!

Events moved ahead last and cru-
cial periods were in the ofting. So far
the Jananeta was not in favour ol ¢s-
tablishing communist party in Manipur
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as he had been apprehensive of the
class character of most of his associ-
ates despite repeated directives from
the provincial and Central Party Head
quarters. Evenin the Manipur Assem-
blv clections held in 1948 the commu-
nistcontested the elections as Krishak
Sabhacandidates with"Yum" (House)
as their symbol. The Janancta was
clected from Utlou Constituency
which then comprised Kangmong,
Awang Jiri, Kha-Jiri and some other
adjoining villages also. Around this
time there was a move mooted by
comgressmen in Silchar and Tripura
o carve out a new provinee called
Purbanchal Pradesh comprising
Manipur. Tripura. Lushai Hills, Karbi-
Anglong and Silchar with head quar-
ters at Silchar. Congressmen and their
party in Manipur supported the pro-
posal while the socialists expressed
their desire to keep Manipur as a dis-
rictof Assam. Itwas only the Jananeta
who along with the parties under his
Icadership opposed the move. A pro-
testmecting wasorganised at the MDU
Hall. Police Lane, on 21 September
1948, Peasants from the lmphal East
villages of Pungdongbam, Sckta,
Napet, Nongda, ct¢. were coming ina
procession all the way [rom their vil-
lages only 1o be stopped by the police
al Napet Palli and in the melec that
ensued, a police officer got killed and
the resultant oppression meted out to
these villages need little expatiation
and the meeting was eventually aban-
doned. The Jananeta realised that he
and his associates would be vietim-
ised and accordingly they wentunder-
ground from that fateful day.
Immediately after the
Pungdongbam episode, the Jananeta
addressed a Post Card to me written in
Manipuri which when translated would
stand thus, "Sons, this ycarthe harvest

is not expected (o be good and you

need not therefore come to help me.
Complete your study this year and we
will see what can be done next year.
Your uncle Chandra Singh" or words
tothateffect. The Post Card was mean-
ingful and we discussed the problem
amongst ourselves and we shifted to
the YMCA Hostel, at Kesav Chandra
Sen Street. [ from Eden Hindu Hostel,
Presidency College, K. Haridas and
late Thokchom Bira from St. Paul's
College Hostel, Kaushini Sharma from
DuffHostel, Scottish Church College.
as far as I remember.

By June 1949 all the student activ-
ists from Calcutta were back home.
Under instructions from the Jananeta,
the All Manipur Youth League was
formed in Nov. 1949 with me as the
founder Secretary General to draw in
all non-student and ex-student youths
and this paid dividends in the very
necar future as most of the educated
youths joined the undergound com-
munist party. It must be remembered
that all organisations having the least
connection with the Jananeta were vir-
wally banned and though drastic, this
had positive effects in organising un-
derground movement includidng the
establishment of the Red Guards, the
armed wing of the communist party in
Manipur. The Red Guards were pri-
marily not meant for frontal attacks,
they were for safeguarding the rural
poor and the peasantry {rom attacks of
the feudal set-up.

This write-up should not be con-
strued to be a biographical sketch of
the Jananeta. He was the embodiment
of a multifaceted personality and 1
would like to quote what late Shri
Keisam Kunjabihari Singh, a pioneer

journalist in his own rights and who

could not be said to have been a co-
traveller of the communists and for
that matter, communism al any staye,
said in course of his speech delivered

in connection with the birth anniver-
sary of the Jananeta in the following.
amongst other words or words to that
elleel,”. oo vniniina the Janancta was a
unique leader of composite personal-
ity and he was just an ocean. To dis-
cuss any aspect of his life would only
amount to throwing a small carthern
ball into that ocean.”

So many aspects ol the life and
activities of the Jananeta can be dis-
cussed at length but that is beyond the
purview of this small writeup. which
picked only a few episodes that are
likely to evoke the attention of the
readers. As a matter of fact, the
Jananeta remains an cternal symbol of
complete dedication to the cause of
the country and people. He was in
reality a "Beiragya” who abandoned,
nay. dissowned all "Beibhabs", "Rag-
anurag”, which he had. The title
"Jananeta" was actually conferred
posthumously (?) by parties and peo-
ple of other states of India; so was his
other title "Krishak bandhu"

His views about the state and gov-
ernment was simple yet clear. He was
the first leader in Manipur to have
demanded a federal structure lor
Manipur with greater autonomy cou-
pled with the demand for the right of
self determination and (ull responsi-
ble government. He was the pioncer
and propounder ol the theory of forg-
ing United Front of many parties on
common issucs and its practical appli-
cation to changing problems and cir-
cumstances.

Like Karl Marx, Janancta Irabot
was the most culminated person dur-
ing his life time and he too left no
personal enemies when he died.

Letthe message of dedication prac-
tised by the Janancta spread far and
wide and arouse the slumbering masses
into action in the service ol the moth-
erland. (4
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| POEMS

THE SENTINEL OF THE FRONTIER

(Dedicated to Irabat)

ou are the sentinel on the eastern frontier of India
luminous beautiful torch;
who has erased

the magnilicent tilak Iimark on your forchead?
And your large auspicious cheek-bone
fetter'd by strong irons

whom docs it challenge yel?

Long ago | saw you one day

your wondrous cyes of an artiste

on a Spring full-toon day

at the centre of a sacred mundup2
your movements of the body

and the hands in chali3 of the Raas?
to the rhythm of the p(mng5

khitta dhenta khit ten ta®

and the soft notes of the manjira?
vibrating like the rising waves of the Loktak8
I saw once also

the border of plmnek9

embroider'd so skilfully by your hands like cobweb
on the loom at the verandah

in the rhythm of the shuttle

the wondrous magic patterns.

And sometimes at noon

on the vast beautiful golden liclds
the sickle in your hands dazzles,
sounds ol reaping the new rice crops
are heard with those of the bangles.

On the road heard I suddenly standing

on the banks of the Imphal river in the afternoon
the sweet strains of Ingellei!0:
Ingellei of the hills

without tarrying a while

even before blossoming in beauty
you wither away in vain?

Ingellei answers-

What's iy fault

I wither as the baisterous ferocious wind blows.

Hemango Biswas

The wind retorts again-
And what's my blemish
the flower is so tender

it falls even before a touch.

The music lingers

fascinating like the wondrous notes of the crickets in the
thickets

Thus I discover'd you

in dance, in works

tenderness, freshness, beautiful smile

like the bewitching spirit of a rhythmic artiste.

But today I sec a new wonder again

you blazing like the spear

against the sun-beams emanating on the eastern hills
irresistible untamable.

Like the ferocious tigress

with her two eyes burning like torches in the darkness of the
forest

mad in protecting her new-born babe

are you preparing steps to jump out?

Whose bayonets have dug out

your soft green fields?

Under whose stamping boots

is your Ingellei wailing?

who has hand-cuffed

the delicate wrists of Khubak-eesheil 1?

who has stopped the sweet notes of your manjirul 2
Have you forgotten the dance movements of Chitrangada? 13
You will never forget that day

when flocks of artificial hawks

swooping down from the sky

snatched away the domestic doves,

From the forests all around

herds of hungry jackals

with tongues hanging and salivating

rushed out and ganged up.

You were the first to witness in India

the sour blood of the World War.

It was you too who had acquuinl'cd with

the Buddha of Nippon of Asia.
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You had witnesssed

how the naked hated lecherous white soldiers
outraged the virging of the dance pnlas“

like the suftl'd fawn

bearing the fatal evil of the icy-cold pythons.

You had scen bundles of curreney notes

smelt of liquor thrown by them on the mandap

the dance of mulu-colour'd lanterns;

you had witnessed the waves of the Loktak

breaking repeatedly against the hills broken-hearted at
these.

Leaving behind the ravaged villagers

you sought refuge in the dark caves

of the ancient mountains

for your dear injur'd body.

You know they were kepl

like skeletons buried in the graves

you cannot forget it

You were a peace-loving Vaishnava

but today you have become an unforgiving sentinel,
You are Thoibi 'Y the cternal lover of the epic

who saved her belov'd

from the feet of the ferocious elephant,

It's not the ime for hunting scarching for death

nor is it of tandaba !0 dance of destruction;

taming the wild clephants of the jungles

from the magnificent golden ficlds

vou must stay blocking the mountain roads;
embracing the burning hearts of kin kored

stand like an impregnable wall

on the waves of Eeyalu Shan river;

remain standing like a burning torch

on the path of the thick and dangerous forest;

stand like the sun rising on the hills

before the down-trodden concerned for their huts;
spread your voice pervading the air

in the strain of the crickets of the forests

and the Ingenlei on the highlands
and lull the eyes of the babes
rocking on their mothers'laps.
You are the doe of the forest
spread the sweet odour of kasturi!7
picrcing through the air

made unwholesome by gun-powder.
Let the domestic doves fly in the sky again
cmbracing lovingly this land

annihilated by the cagles and the hawks.,

Let the rhythmic waves ol the poong risc
in the movements of Lai Haraoba!8

put a stop to the war-drums ol destruction:
let the rhythms of that dance

ccho in the channcls of the Brahmaputra
and flow down endlessly like waterfalls:
let that music and syllables of the poong
merging with the pcpu“) of Bihu20
transmute into a united tune

of life

ol reconstruction

dream

and peace.

(Translated by L. Damodar Singh [romthe Manipuri ol L. Somorendra
Singh who rendered it from the Bangali orginal of Lite Hemango Biswas
entitled Simanta Prahari. the title-poem of the latter's collecton of poems
dedicated to Jananeta Hijam Irabat Singh. The Manipuri was published in
the journal Mingshel, no.34/35. 1990. Courtesy. the editor, Kayamuddin
Pukhrimayum.)

[, Sacred mark of the Hindus painted on the lorchead. 20 A square-
shaped roofed hall where ritual and religious performances are held 3. A
dance movement. 4. Manipuri classical dance. 5-Manipui drum, modanga.
6. Syllabuls of the Manipuri drum. 7. Cyinbals 8. A [resh-walter lake in
Manipur, lirgestin the north-castern India. 9. National arment ot Manipuri
ladies worn sarong-like tucked round the waist, 10, A kind of flower, 11,
A Kind of Moipuri musical performance with clapping. 12. Cymbals. 13,
Manipuri princess said to have been marricd to Arjuna ol the Pandavas. 14.
Group of performers. 15, Princess of'the Moirang principality of Manipur.
Her love Tor Khamba and subsequent union is celebrated in the Manipuri
epic Khamba-Thoibi. 16. Vigorous dance as opposed to lasya. soft and
tender one. 17. Musk. 18. Prime ritual festival of the Meiteis celebrated
normally in April-May for pleasing the gods. 19 A musical mstrument of
Assam made out of horn. 20. The most important traditional festival of

Assan.

LAND OF LOTUS-EATERS
None knows what dream they might be dreaming
in the land of the lotus-eaters.

If they had a dream at all

O how could I say even of it!

Might the children be shouting in unison

"Arisc O sunshine

Depart O shadow!"

Could the sunshine be adding in fear

"Fascists do not come

there's no cause for fear

arise O sunshine!"

In the land of lotus-caters.

[ Translated from the famous Manipuri poem, Atoom-bagi Leipakta of

Jananeta Hijam lrabad Singh by L. Damodar Singh)
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