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D.G.E.Hall % ‘Burma’ 87 9%

voara faaqd farared sna- The
expedition up the chindwin, from
which Alougpaya had been
recalled in 1759, inflicted upon
Manipur one of the worst disasters
inits history, Imphal was occupied
and thousands of people deported
for settlement in the Sagiang and
Amarapoura districts. Among
them were loatman, silk workers
and silversmiths. From this time
on wards the astrologers at the
Burmese court wereManipuri
Brahmins. While Manipuris
formed a cavalry regiment in the
Burmese Army known as “Cassay
Horse’ ** Francis Harmilton <7
Y79 NI FIFA AP0 GHAd
faaae xmre 13- ‘The Manipur
priest above mentioned said that
the Bruhmas or Burmas invaded
his native country about the
year1 768 and for eight years
remained there committing every
kind of devastation. The country
previously had contained a very
great number of horses and other
cattle, not above one in a hundred
of which was left behind. He
thinks that the Burmas carried
away of destroyed 3,00,000
persons of different ages and
sexes, and indeed it was alleged,
when [ was at Ava, that 1.00,000
captives remained near the
city.”®
QTS T TR AN WA
1%y (R N7 IS LANS
At fifeq woara 9 Fefwe
wfsd | f6g @ e oo @
AR TS @ TG-S
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NTE @7 (NEET BT (¥ FiAGE
&ure ) TS WoAE Srgy wwat
NEF | GTHFAHFI® FIQYY 17
wonfoe Erav wrwa A3,©1 el
yauL8-ee VEN®I fares vgialw
TITEH TN TSI S, S ST
AY N YS! FB7 (RS AN
AT OF IIGYFT (NIAANCYT
crfaTeTg (Terg Qe SiAedl AFYa
@ty Grasa gtaweas Favae)
sresite (faqq) ame 3 Fife
Z197 I | RHACAN T
el agraeice fagam aren w69
stwd ®ce gy cwar gw e
arrIeew cfarwa yfewrga
§ICTATHT GITGE TEHIA | & FIA
a¥7 @ FAPO VAT Afaara
TR |

wrwar @1ty Mirza Nathan 93 73
@7 f5 fa3adla S[red gy T
57Z- *In that region (Pratapgarh)
there was another tribe called
khasta (Khasia) who were
independent and had a chief of
their own. In between these
(territories of khasia and kachar)
there was another group of people
known by the name of Mughols
(Moglai?)—Although the
lauguage of there people was akin
1o the language of the Kacharies,
they were all write skinned and put
on big turbans on their heads.
They put on their ears big earrings
of brass called *tunkal’ weighing
haff-a-powa or even a powa’®*®
Mirza Nathan 3f4® @ fagqraq
TAAETT Sb09-d683 YEIF 978 (1R
Ty ©qw aneyd [7efe gere a1y
a5 @ fee1 | @we Tra, AblFEIe
wlasdiar erergicnd #1cg ‘Mogh® «@ae
wrricag ®1cg ‘Moglau® a1y
“fafye feer | ©rgrer €aca 9o faaare
Crerfare aarendl fo wrerdioas Mogh'’
a1 weidicrd* Moglau’ - &<iie sfagdt

SHINB] 2 @ TR FTAR T T A
(TG FAHI FHE EIA TGS
T IYF NI (G §01-09 e
TS THA1a B A9 B AT T
ZIATR TIIAIG A1TARIT AHAAITT
(3¢59-3L@R) T ©196 S5 (NZT
FJIGYAIT A CaAMT NS (LT
“EAIZTS G GZAFIA AT SIT
ey TSN FA L @ WAE
ISI TR STATE |

2} g7 599 Iy oGy zea
fege’ Az Crav  wFw
¢, 'wfagarfesfes  camrzdara
(VFTASAIE) AT (3938 Y2I%)
2309 7t (w0 A2ga e g
A dFT AHT NG | 9S: 97
SfA9aa e e fFneanag e
2ized il A wrad A e
AT | TEq© JTANEH O NAanfe
A8 S dfaE A oA
w97 Pifeq FAfge 12 FF e
YSRINd Giizm) GfaRifed | orR[
oz fofd 73 73 Raz ewm
LI | TG (12 72 Q90T TS
Hfaoea F9T B T GRS
oApd ©-FIfG Wi eI || () fo=
Hunter’'s Statistical Account of
Assam 9 SI¥F @ oI [FG
fagad 712- Raja of Manipur is said
to have resided sometimes in
Sylhet. The Abaters of the
Sadipur Akhra are also said to
have been given over to
Muktaram, founder of the Akhra
and the father of Manik chand
Dewan, by the Raja of
Manipur.’* g7 ffgavire w¢re
fag Camirvpaly arseriiy | Q1 @9 Rt
(YT ST ST B[S 9 ¢,
yfasraa aren 394 fras qrafeeEm,
@ (G ferer Afaasm @32 are
TSI Vifaesiead forel yeram, fifa
w¥d Afaya Syl gfefde a3 9a
afasrerara wificg feter, ene 7
rwafasiz wiq ecafecaa | (A e

YSAN FRCF TS G AT (A S
ywar fafsy Ifez7 qr3 (Fa7ma
YEFINAT 9T (73T Tfa® 517
TNE (TS T2l A1 | ZAPH WA
IAGAT | TAPLWI FATAIT FTTHT
Y933 YBIF (T 3938 YF# (Y frg
SifAEom tASTE [T 399y 33w
N4 | oA WAYAAET oS s
TET 395 YT (AT 399y Y2THG
247 (T (I T I AP A
I WHI® 539 (BI4IIT Wrw
wfaqaafes s srwraa wraa
ST YR AT (3 9ee Y3%) fifa
Ffaocaa e f&rara, w4 warwr @

NS ARG IS e ar
FICS AT TG S5,
Rift 3 av8 YEITF FrRPrarET #a
972 fafy amae TS a9fae 7w
FAFIAEE [ IS (RCG AT
FrAfGre~, S FEae SArafafie &
yfqgaifeefs I squE #7491 @re
o1 | AFYIAST FEF JEAE
AAES @ 7 7 FAfAaT 9476 JoT1 |
TIATG SINEG IUT TS &SI
ISP PR, S, 395 YBTFH
O YO QT 1S PAGI} AAGE
wfermns Sfeys 9F s Ton
F0I | 93 Yo7 T W@ YIfAre 972
AITATY SFIE ST SIsY e
i1 BT A9 TN 92 CTIA
G AP AYIYCA FHABEA
wfea1Te w3 forars (v | weer e
I @ ARG 0 IS T
I @ IRCAZ TN Sy WA
©F1% BCAA | WA AL BIZCGT
PN fo@ Forda w1 sy
Y AV S1oT5E IPTF A AP
MY T FITY q00 T AR fEs
colege | 1 At fofa f@qana
AGAH WIS A AR WA |
Fadlet fogar oy oq fofd
(T AT Sowee FSH] T |
fow afeey fofa yffarm cam
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EAIIFTAAT Y 9SS YBIH TSI
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TRz, eR Rk, forerd gefe
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SIBHIE WTS G (G (F
SN TS 97 (W, (72 FNHL
TH® 27 | FoIM NN TGN FACS
o113, fFreTe weerar 5T WA TS
=g ZAiEa VYIAF SINBIHT
HFFINEE QYN AP (AT W
®196 WY (TFL FYAS oI
(398¥-39e¢R) I I
ST CTNLETT AT (3 905-
338V (I (T QR LU Swqt
w192 93 Fufde o7 fFqacd
Trge dER

Sro8 YBItw [a9ara are Al
feire @ Qo7 fegarer Sag T |
©IF & F FIZAPIE JFAGT 8
FESITYN I AAYA IrAIAACE
TG vt A (40 rafe e
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CTRITA 217 ' TE N AR
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9{7?,(5))

EATAIG SCEAIBAT (AP 9B 8 [,
Seven years Devastation 93
FANAFIET AP S (RFL AT
T [3fSy weere [Reage: s,
foieeis =123, faiie 93¢ SrgaNg eeee
A7 AT J@AS G |
far=rre: wgrarer ST ST WHeT
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CUTPE G Seare wfasd (s g
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T YA 9T FETICA (o1t
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TETETY QF 4T FET 9FT | F99 ©FF
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Net iU CRERC it Tl FltE
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CHTHY SArS cers A7 | WA
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& 7 qFYFT WY, @A @
FEITN-9F FATFIA faFA09T FE
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97 FRITIA GF0 FeAT 32 T 0
377 4377 N7 | 72 T @ 7R
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(R00+8) | w1, fRrsicag &
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. " The state of Manipur is a very polyglot tract of country. The Principal Language is Meithei
or Manipur”

Dr. G. A. Grierson

Linguistic Survey of India vol. V, Part 1, 1903, page-419.

2. “ The Meithei or Manipuris proper, gonstitute therefore rather more than half of the entire
population of the state.

E.-W. Dun

Gaczetter of Manipur

1886 page-15

3. “According to Dr. S.K. Chatterjee, ‘The Meithei or Manipuris are the most advanced section

of kuki chin people. “They have their kinsmen in Burma and Appear to have settled in ancient
time in Manipur ... ....."

Prof. J. Roy

History of Manipur

1973. page-3 (Reprint)

4 “During the last 200/250 years, the Meitheis or Manipuris of Manipur developed a distinguishing
culture and also created literature to some extent under the influence of Gaudiya
vaishnavism " (English rendering from original Bangali Text.)

Dr. S.K. Chatterjee Bharater Bhasa O Bhasa Samasya
1994 Page-26

(Quated from — Unfolding Truth — S. Junaki

1992 page 3.

5. “Bishnupriya is basically an Indo-Aryan speech an should not be grouped with Manipuri/
Meithei a Tibeto-Burman Language ... ... Manipuri/Meithei both the names referred to one and
the same language. "

R.G. Nigam
Census of India, 1971
Census centenary Monograph — 10.

6. " Another highly advanced language of Tibeto-Burman family in India is Meithei or
Manipuri... ... .

Dr. S.K. Chattergee
Linguistic situation in the states of the Eastern zone.
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8. “Excepting Newari in Nepal and Meithei or Manipuri in Manipur, there has been no literary
cultivation of these.”

Dr. Sunity Kumar Chattarjee

The Language and the Languistic problem.

1945 page — 9.

9. “Manipuri or Meithei, a mother tongue is spoken in Manipur, Assam, Tripura, Both the name
refered to one and same Language.

Jagadish Saran Sharma

Encyclopaedia Indica. Vol - 2, 1981

E.T. Datton
Descriptive Enthology of Bangal, 1879.

11.  “Among the Manipuris or Meitheis the right to be carriedin a Dolai or litter is much... ... ... ...~
J. Shakespear
The Lusai, Kuki clans, 1912

12.  “The Manipuries or Meitheis, Who also will concern this history later on, belong to the same
Tibeto Burman group”.

Colonel, L. W. Shakspear CBCIE

The History of Assam Rifles, 1929 page — 15.

13, “The valley of Manipur is inhabited by a group of people who call themselves Meitei.
Dr. G.A. Grierson
Linguistic Survey of India
Vol - 111, Part - 111, page 21

14. The Director of Education (1) Government of Manipur has since informed us that according
to Scholars and authoritative books, linguistically, ethnically, culturally and historically there
is absolutely no basis for the claim of Bishnupriyas to be Manipuries. However, the Bishnupriya
settling in Assam, Tripura and Bangladesh have retained their identity and they are claiming
to be Manipuries. But there is no basis for such a claim.

A letter di-16/11/88 addressed to — President Nikhil Bishnupriya Manipuri sahitya parishad
Silchar, cachar,

A.K. Chatterjee

Assistant commissioner for Minorities in India (Eastern Zone)

15. “Manipuri Language, means ‘Meiteilon’... .... Spoken by the majority of Manipur population™
The Manipur official language bill, 1979
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16.  There is also a degraded class called Kalachaiya or Bishnupriya which consists of the dicendants
of Dooms and other Bengalis of low caste.
Dr. G.A. Grierson.
Linguistic Survey of India
Vol 111, Pt. 111, page 20, 1904
17, @ S#I® PN QYN TR e S [FEfAIS ong it [et wrave-
1) Sadhu Bhasa 2) Chalit Bhasa, 3) Dacca (Manikgaj) Dialect 4) Manbhum — Dialect, 5)
Chitangang Dialect, 6) Chakma Dialact, 7) Mayang or Bishnupriya (Manipur, Cachar, Sylhet),
8) Coch Behar Dialect.
(Language & Literature of Modern India 1963)

18 No.5
INDO ARYAN FAMILY (Eastern Group)
MAYANG OR BISHNUPURIYA
(A. Porteous, Esq,1.C.S. 1900) District — SYLHET
Specimen 1
Manu agor muni jiput dugo asila, Duyo bebunee merke baiyok khula augoi bapok — orang
matlo, ‘baba mor sarukor don bagede’. Aukhonat diyogor bapoke do bagedillo... ..... aukhonat
war pete ninsing oiva matle, mar bapokar laikh betiye Lampa — ampa kore bhat paitra, autat
mibok paiya morolu.”
G.A Grierson
Linguistic Survery of India
Volume -V, part — 1, page — 426 (1903 AD)

19.  The Bishnupriyas are Socially, culturally, politically and linguistically distinc from the Manipuries.
They are not Manipuries not their language has any thing to do with Manipuri. They may
either be colled Assamies Bishnupriyas or Bangali Bishnupriya after the name of the state (o
which they belong. There is no justification on their part to appropriate the name “Manipuri”
for use either as a suffix or a prefix to Bishnupriya. Bishnupriya alone can identify the camunity
and the language too. ;

Prof. Ch. Monihar Singh

A clearification on Bishnupriyas in relation to Manipuries.
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Socio-economic Condition of
Manipuri Community

Bangladesh, Manipuris are
living in the districts of
Dhaka, Sylhet, Moulvibazar,

Hobiganj and Sunamganj
respectively. They belong to
mongoloid race and their

mothertongue is Manipuri language
or Meeteilon. The faith and believe of
multi racial and multi language
Manipuris are the Sanamahism or
Apokpa ( Meetei traditional religion)
Islam, Christian and Hindu.Some
minorities are still believing their old
traditional religion. In Bangladesh,
majority of the people believe Hindu.
Islam is the second majority and third
is the Apokpa and Christian. Amongs
the youngster some section of
youngmen claim that Hindu is not their
traditional religion and they propagate
1o adopt their own traditional religion
Apokpa. They also blamed that Hindu
religion as colonial religion but
majority of the aged people are
ex}zemcly believe in Hindu.

Historically Manipuri Muslims are
Bengal origin. Following the historical
events those Manipuri Muslims were
settled in Manipur and became
Manipuri Muslim. They are the part
and parcel of Manipur. In the
historical civilisation of Manipur they
took valuable role by introducing
plough and helping the king, Muslims
were first settled in Manipur during
the time of Meidingu
Khagemba,(Maharaja of Manipur) in
1606. Later their decendants became
to known as Manipuri Muslims or
Meitei Pangal. In Bangladesh both
Manipuris, Meitei and Meitei Pangal

are economically the most backward
community. But they are a very
thriving and industrial race. They are
reputed for skill in carpentry, brick
laying, jewellery and mechanical
works. The women folk earn a good
deal by handloom weaving and sale
in the market.

Manipuris are very much
fond of dance and music. The world
famous classical dance called
Manipuri dance comes from them. The
girls dressed in their gorgeous
dresses and dance merrily in circles
called Thabal Chongba during the
Manipuri spring festival of Yaosang.

Manipuri language belongs
to Tibeto-Burman language, which is
otherwise Meeteilon. They are rice
eaters with fish since time immemorial.
Many of them especially the elders
used to take betel nut and pan leaves
as a daily routine. Their population is
now being decreased to below fifty
thousand, which may be due to
migration to their original homeland
of Manipur in India. A large number
of Christians including Catholic are
also living in Manipur.

Culture is the backbone of
socio-economic condition of a society.
The Manipuri culture is mainly based
on traditional culture so their socio
econ>mic is still traditional. Religious
superstition and traditional way of life
have covered their real faces of

economy.

Manipuris are agriculturists
by birth. A few of them are teachers,

M.Suman

officials, technicians, goldsmiths,
carpenters, and traders. Every adult
woman is a handloom weaver keeping
a wooden loom every house. All are
laborious so till to day there is no
street from Manipuri
community. Manipuri believe that
beggars are the sinner who curse by
the god for their misdeed in the
past.They are willing to die instead of

beggar

begging.

Handloom products have
brought recently their economy to a
certain degree. It becomes a great
demand in the international market
also in design and fancy. However
weavers cannot supply export quality
due to lack of investment and wisdom.

Socio-economic development needs
a good form of organisation starting
from gender equality. Individuals
should initiate income-generating
works from grass root level. This will
enable them to find out new ways of
earning. Co-operative societies may
help in small family budgets.
Manipuris need now an honest NGO
to alleviate poverty. They are far
lagging behind the five basic needs
of food, cloth, shelter, education and
medical, without which their socio-

- economic condition will remain

stagnant.

Equal opportunity among
the equals as guaranteed under the
constitution of the land will not come
effective. Besides they lack the
knowledge of taking facilities
available with the bank. For which
action programmes may be taken up

Ithil - 31

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

at small group level through youth's
voluntary services. Honest efforts will
only bring them success. Every family
must maintain the behaviour of equal
sharing of what they have to fulfil the
idea of equal opportunity. This will
defeat the theory of the survival of
the fittest, which becomes obsolete

in this age of globalisation.

Manipuris will be nowhere
when their socio-economic condition
is blindfolded. Now is the right time
to awake every Manipuri in
Bangladesh. The next generation will
be gloomier if the present scenario is
continuing in the next millennium. It
would be true when we see from the
global outlook.

The worse effects of socio-

economic condition of a particular
community come from poverty, which
is now believed a product of unequal
distribution within the nation. Some
opined a  manifestation of
clobalisation. The main aim of our
country of Bangladesh is a fight
against poverty. Manipuris being the
smallest minority community have to
fight double or more of the country’s
strategy. The country has given a
special focus on women’s rights and
opportunities since 1997, Education,
health care and rural development are
the main areas.

Unemployed and jobless situations
frustrated many youths. Some girls
earn about Tk. 1,500/-, per month
average some Tk. 800/- and some
below it by weaving. Every family is a
farmer’s family without landed
property. Those having lands do not
get irrigation facility. Some village
have a vast paddy field but no fertile
and no irrigated. Manpower is
absolutely either ignored or misused.
The youths and other human

resources cannot give even a nominal
role in the socio-economic activity of
the community. It is due to poverty
and lack of socialisation.

Road communication is the
worse stumbling block of them.
Agricultural products cannot reach in
time to the local markets. Day earners
are on starvation during the monsoon
season as they confine at their homes.
They have no working shed and
minimum standard infrastructures of
any kind of small business.

We draw government’s attention to
improve Manipuri women'’s status.
Women’s education is a prerequisite
for a sustainable development. They
must convince the rural development
authority responsible for
infrastructure in the rural areas.
Innovative efforts with external
contracting of labour-intensive road
works and organising
maintenance among poor groups of
mainly women will help to increase
employment and income,

road

Women will support
voluntarily democracy to strengthen
knowledge about legal rights. This
will realise them the benefits of human
rights. On the other hand Manipuris
may demand united for education,
legal aid, social protection and
repatriation measures.

Grameen leaders are ignorant
of the sufferings of Manipuris. Of
course Manipuris do not have
political leaders. It is time for them to
serve their deprived friends. True
leaders will do. No family will
successfully eradicate poverty
without the help of bank. In the
meantime Grameen needs further
development in the field of micro
credit,

Many have mentioned the

Grameen bank, which stands for the
landless villagers. Most Manipuri
villagers are landless peasants. This
bank will go surely to them for giving
facilities if informed, because it is a
part of their policy. They will demand
no document for providing loan except
an assembly of five persons mainly
women. But we must contact with
them first.

Grameen bank has become
people’s choice. They
implementing the policy of eradication
of poverty. They do not believe much

are

in employment policy. Employment
cannot break from poverty. They reject
“Food For Work™; instead suggest
giving the entire amount in one lump
at the beginning of the year to enable
the poor to lay down a solid
foundation for an economic base for
themselves.

Grameen recommended
bamboos for handicraft items. It is
available in plenty in Manipuri
villages. Many are also skill in
bamboos. It also promotes agricultural
products, which Manipuris are
extraordinary. Much help may come if

Manipuri leaders work with them.

Malnutrition prevails at large
scale. Drinking water and sanitation
programmes are not running properly.
Education is not reaching to the
remote population. Medical services
are absent absolutely in their
settlement. The struggle for survival
has become a nightmare in their daily
life.

The world body should not
ignore the war against poverty, which
is far more important in making a
culture of peace than waging a war
against terrorism. Without poverty
free world the so-called terrorism can
never be defeated. [}
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The Dance of Greation

Courtesy : RKCS Art Gallery, Imphal, Manipur
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