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The National Monument
sign of our sensibility

M. Suman

Everyone ardently desires for independen-
cy. Blood shedding is an essential part of a lib-
eration war of a country. A lot of people dedi-
cate their lives; become martyrs. In the whole
country unlisted dedicators embrace death in
various conditions that even their names are
not known separately. For the unknown mar-
tyrs, every country of the world establishes a
monumental pillar after gaining independence.
The 'Statue of Liberty' in U.S.A is a shining
example of typical monumental pillar. Likewise
U.S.A. we possess a monumental pillar which
is well-known as 'The National Monument'. It
is situated at Nabinagar in savar and only
35kms away from the capital city Dhaka.

In near past our country was known as East
Pakistan. The western tyrannic ruler ruled the
country in a brutal manner. People were
oppressed by them. As a result a revolution
was broken out by the common people. They
strongly desired to liberate themselves from
the worst ruling of the Army Giant. Lastly, on
26th March of 1971 our countrymen declared
independence and through this declaration
our liberation war against Pakistan began.
Students, teachers, artists, journalists, farm-
ers, labours, doctors, literary individuals along
with other class of people took part in the war.
They stood against a trained enemy by heart
and soul. The whole country became a battle
field. The blood shedding war had been lasted
for nine months and lastly on 16th December
of the same year, we got victory and became
independent. Near about thirty lacs of soul
were sacrificed for achieving the goal.

We are proud of the martyrs. They gifted us
a national flag, a national anthem and above
all a map. Can we forget them for a moment?

Can we insult their memories? They never
decay even after their death.

The National Monument was built up to the
reminiseence of those brave martyrs who had
dedicated their valuable lives encountering the
one eyed ruler from the begining of the strug-
gle till to the end. More over, there are also
some numbers of Monumental pillars scat-
tered all over the country for preserving mem-
ories of the liberation war. Such as : 'Mirpur
Intellectual Monument’, 'Mujibnagar
Monument'. But artistically 'The National
Monument' is the best one among the monu-
ments.

The National Monument was founded on
four acres land. It also occupied more fourty
two (42) acres land to preserve it's surround-
ing atmosphere natural. On the victory day of
1972, the foundation stone of the monument
was laid by former President Bangobondhu
Sheik Mujibur Rahman. It was accomplished
in 1982. Architect Moinul Hussain had
designed the figure of the monument.

The monument was moulded with seven
pairs of wall. These walls raised towards sky
gradually shaping like a traingle and the thick-
ness of the wall increases to the upper than
the bottom side. The highest peak of the mon-
ument is 150 fits high from ground level. It is
obviously a distinctive art with a very simple
decoration and made of solid concrete.

The history of our liberation agitation is
shown by the walls which are gradually rising
to the top. We didn't get independency as a
sudden incident in 1971. We had struggled for
a long time to achieve independency. Thoese
walls successively show the seven stages of
our liberation turmoil. These stages are :
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1952, 1954, 1956, 1962, 1966, 1969 and
197 1. Actually, our independency was the ulti-
mate out come of these movements. Incidents
that had happened during these times caused
our independency. Libration that took place in
1952 can be considered as the first step of lib-
eration war. The Bengall didn't able to rule
East Pakistan even after getting the power
through 1954's election. In 1956, an unscien-
tific ruling system known 'Islamic
Shashontontro' was imputed upon the multi-
tude of the country. On 27th October of 1958,
army chief of staff General Ayub Khan cap-
tured supreme power of the country destroy-
ing democracy. In 1962, an educational move-
ment was broken out while he was ruling the
country tyrannically. Historic 'Choi Dhofa (six
division agitation) Andulon' was moved on in
1966. Following the incidents, a revolution
was broken out due to the impossibility of
keeping parallism to the West Pakistanies in
1969. In 1971, final show-down was staged as
a result of that events and we got victory over
them.

Our "National Monument' reminds us the
historycal years along with a large number of

as

martyrs who had dled in that years showing
thelr bravery. It's surrounding nature 15 very
charming. There {s a reception and rest centre
inside the yards of the monument, There Is
also a preservation office near by this centre.
These centres are located on the rightside of
the entering path. From the main gate, yard of
the monument is decorated with steps built of
red bricks. In the yard, our national flag flys
relentlessly from the top of a stainless steel pil-
lar. The total yard is divided into three portion.
In the first portion, there are a open stage, a
Museum and a library. In the second portion,
there is a stage of flower placing. And then
comes the main yard of the monument.

Foreign leaders use to go to 'the National
Monument' when they visit our country in
order to show their respect to the martyrs. On
26th March of 1997, South African President,
the famous democratic leader Nelson Mendella
visited our National Monument. He was totally
charmed with its attractive pillars, artistic
work and natural secenery. Therefore, he com-
mented, "The monument is a great place of
Bangladesh."

We are proud of our 'National Monument'.
We can see the monument in two times
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